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About the front cover

In 2017 RCL Ortona Branch #069, located in Berwick, N.S., started a project to erect a
War Memorial in front of the Berwick & District School, to commemorate the 150"
anniversary of Confederation, and the 100" anniversary of the Battle of Vimy Ridge.
Remembrance Day services have been held at the school since 2015. The monument
was erected in November 2018, and dedicated in April 2019 during the anniversary of
the Battle of Vimy Ridge.

The monument was erected to honour the memory of the 154 men from western Kings
County who gave their lives serving Canada in the First and Second World Wars, and the
Korean confiict; the 114,000 Canadian service men and women who died in all wars; and
in appreciation for all who have served, or who presently serve in Canada’s Armed Forces.

On the centre panel at the top is a maple leaf, the same style of maple leaf that is on
every headstone of every Canadian soldier who is buried overseas.Also, on the centre panel are the names of the 154 men from western
Kings County who gave their lives serving Canada in the First and Second World Wars, and the Korean conflict. Below the names is the
Act of Remembrance. On the left side is a symbol of a woman. She is one of the statues at the Vimy Ridge memorial, sometimes called
Mother Canada, or Canada Bereft. She represents all of the family members who lost a son, brother, husband, or father in military service.
On the right side of the monument is a picture of a First World War soldier who is doing sentry duty. This sentry represents all service
men and women who remember their fallen comrades in arms.
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L e g"o\n@ Nova Scotia/Nunavut Command of The Royal Canadian Legion

President’s Message

On behalf of the Executive and Members of Nova Scotia/ Nunavut Command it gives me great pleasure to
introduce the 15% issue of the Veterans’ Service Recognition Book. 2019 is the 75" Anniversary of the
Liberation of the Netherlands and we are proud of our service men and women who contributed greatly to
this effort.

This book is one of the many ways we honour and remember those Canadians who have served or are still
serving in the Canadian Armed Forces and the RCMP.

I would like to extend a tremendous thank you to all the many advertisers, private donations and contributors
for helping to once again make our Veterans’ Service Recognition book a huge success.

I would Iike to thank our Chairman and Editor, Comrade Steve Wessel, for all the hard work that he carries
out to ensure that our Veterans are honoured in the manner that they deserve. His dedication, since its
inception, of the VSRB is second to none. Special thanks to Mark Fenety and Fenety Marketing for their
continued support of this project within our Command and across the country.

Please continue to send in submissions honouring our Veterans and members of the RCMP so that their
contributions to our great country and peace around the world will never be forgotten.

Lest We Forget

Yours in Comradeship

Marion Fryday-Cook

President

Nova Scotia/Nunavut Command
The Royal Canadian Legion

www.ns.legion.ca 3
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Project Chairman’s/Editor Message

Another year has quickly passed, and as project Chairman, it is an honour and a privilege to present the 2019 edition,
the 15" book in our Veteran Service Recognition Book (VSRB) series. All of these books are produced in an effort
to honour, acknowledge and remember the contributions made by so many brave Canadians who have served, not
only in times of war, but also during many peacekeeping and peacemaking missions. We also recognize and support
those men and women who continue the proud tradition of service to Canada throughout the world in the Canadian
Forces and the RCMP.

In this, and future editions, we continue to feature extended stories and biographies of our Veterans, paying tribute
to their wartime contributions and military experiences, as well as sharing historical newspaper articles recalling the
more personal aspects of our Veterans’ service and sacrifices. We have also included a couple of stories featuring
our NS/NU Command programs. I hope you enjoy them!

As always, I offer my sincere thanks to all of the Legion branches and members of the general public who continue
to support these publications by contributing biographies and photos. I would also like to thank the many businesses,
groups and individuals who generously support these publications through advertising and through personal financial
donations.

I again, as always, wish to thank Fenety Marketing for their continued partnership and shared expertise in the
production of these books. I would also like to recognize and thank Comrade Gary Siliker, CD, former member of
2RNBR (NS) and 40-year member of Mahone Bay Branch #049, for his outstanding contributions to this issue.

In closing, we look forward to issuing the 16" edition of the VSRB series in the fall of 2020, and if you would like
to contribute to the 2020 edition, please use the form at the back of this book and send it to our Command office.

In Comradeship,

g/

Steve Wessel
Project Chairman / Editor

www.ns.legion.ca 5
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VETERANS OUTREACH PROGRAM

Nova Scotia / Nunavut Command, R.C.L.
By Steve Wessel

The NS/NUC Veterans Outreach Program - where did it come from? When did it start? What does it
encompass? And who does it serve? Many in our Command are unaware of the answers to these questions.

In September 2011 NS/NUC Executive Council made the important decision to stand up a new committee
- the Veterans Outreach Committee, or VOP. The 1% Committee had 2 co-chairs, Comrade Les Nash and
Comrade Steve Wessel. In the following years, 2012 — 2018, it was chaired by Comrade Wessel. The VOP
is now a Command standing committee, but prior to its formation, all matters dealing with Veterans’ issues
were dealt with through the Veterans Services and Seniors Committee and through our Command Service
Bureau.

During the early days of the VOP mandate, the committee dealt with the growing situation of homelessness,
or near homelessness caused in part by operational stress injuries and post traumatic stress. The mission
statement of the committee was clear:
Mission Statement
To extend a helping hand to Veterans who are homeless or near homeless by promoting
recovery oriented care and connecting them with vital human resources and social services.

“A Hand Up - Not a Hand Out.”

This was addressed through various initiatives, such as:

* Fostering and forming mutually supportive partnerships with established community resources, health
care professionals, all levels of government and like-minded individuals.

* Development of the “We Care” backpacks, given free of charge to any needy Veteran
presenting themselves to, or being located by, NS/NUC. Backpacks contained
essential personal items as well as a community bus pass and food voucher.

Legion backpacks
* Development of an information poster program which provided necessary contact
information for the Veterans.

* Presenting information seminars throughout our Command and its branches to the
benefit of our membership and their communities.

* Ensuring the provision for access to emergency funds through the Command Poppy
Fund and Benevolent Fund,

* Coordination and administration of the PorchLight Program — a program for ill and injured Veterans
helping their peers through meetings and social gatherings.

* And, the Institution of the Veteran Transition Program. continued ...

www.ns.legion.ca 7
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continued ...

Many of these listed initiatives grew wider in scope while some were discontinued
because they were not financially sustainable. NS/NUC’s sponsorship of the Veteran
Transition Program (VTP) for example, was cancelled because the cost to deliver the
program rose from the original of approximately $7,500 per participant, to over
$15,000.

However, additional programs have been added through the years which have proven
to produce positive and lasting therapeutic results.

One aspect of the VOP structure that never seems to change is the immediate and
urgent financial requirements of the many Veterans who wait on receipt of benefits and pensions through
Veterans Affairs Canada and DND.

During the past 8 years, through generous donations by our branches and other entities to our VOP and
Benevolent funds, NS/NUC has expended hundreds of thousands of dollars in support of hundreds of
Nova Scotia Veterans and their families.

This immediate financial assistance is of vital importance to these families and as such, the branches of
NS/NUC, through their donations, provide a means to fulfill these emergent needs across Nova Scotia.
We thank all of our Legion branches for their support to our Veterans and their families!

The VOP, with approval of the Executive Council, had made yearly donations to the Military Family
Resource Centre. Executive Council eventually questioned whether these donations were reaching those
most in need and whether the donations were being spread proportionately across the province.

In order to ensure these funds achieved maximum effect, in 2016, the VOP began re-directing our support
through the Military Family Mental Health/Operational Stress Injury Support Peer Retreat and their annual
mental health retreat.

The 3 retreats sponsored to date have allowed adult female family
members of ill and injured Canadian Forces serving personnel, and
Veterans from across Nova Scotia, to reduce the impact of their isolation
and help remove the stigma of mental health injuries.

There are many successful and life altering retreats available for Veterans,
however, there are limited opportunities that provide the family member
with a similar opportunity. The VOP is proud to be able to help make this
retreat available.

Another initiative that was introduced several years ago is the proposed Veterans Memorial Medical Clinic.
The VOP and Executive Council recognizes the tremendous need, and fully supports, the establishment of
this Veteran centric centre. Although the centre remains in the development stages, great strides have been
made in raising the awareness of the provincial and federal governments to the necessity of making this
centre a reality.

continued ...

www.ns.legion.ca 9
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continued ...

Over the past 2 years, the VOP has supported projects directed towards the good mental health of our ill
and injured Veterans. Healing on the Fly, a fly-tying program, meets regularly at member residences in
Eastern Passage and Windsor, as well as at Rally Point Retreat.

The PTSD Painting Program, located in Sydney, meets regularly with a full class of 11 Veterans.

We have also sponsored 2 Veterans per year to attend the national “Healing Waters™ fishing trip. This
annual fishing trip inspired our own Healing on the Fly participants to begin the process of scouting
locations and making plans for a NS/NUC fishing trip in 2019 to the Margaree area of Cape Breton.

The VOP’s most recognizable partnership is with
Paws Fur Thought (PFT). During the 2014 dominion
convention in Edmonton, Alberta, a non-concurred
resolution was brought back to the floor and the
argument for its acceptance was led by NS/NUC and
other like-minded Commands.

This resolution supported the use of a percentage of

Poppy funds towards the costs associated with

obtaining service dogs for Veterans living with

operational injuries and mental health injuries as a

result of their service. After the acceptance of this resolution, NS/NUC immediately began to advance our
partnership with PFT, while many other Commands decided to postpone developing a service dog program
at the urging of Dominion Command while waiting for national standards to be developed.

During the VOP’s 7 year relationship with PFT, we
have assumed a mostly administrative role, which has
resulted in approximately 120 Service Dogs being
matched with Veterans in need, not just in Nova Scotia,
but across Canada.

On a go forward basis, VOP recommended, and
Executive Council agreed, that in concert with our
administrative responsibilities, we should also become
financially invested in PFT; a $250,000.00 investment
over the next 2 years to supply 8 dogs in 2019 and 8
dogs in 2020. continued ...

www.ns.legion.ca 11
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continued ...

We have all become aware of the positive, documented results of pairing ill and injured Veterans with
Service Dogs. What most are not aware of is the supply of trained Service Dogs is of grave concern, which
now necessitates the “reservation” of dogs with their providers.

The reservation of these litters of dogs requires this additional large financial investment — we cannot allow
our Veterans to be left behind.

The commitment of the VOP and NS/NUC to further advance the Veteran Assist Service Dog Program on
behalf of our Veterans is not in question, however, this type of financial investment is not sustainable on a
year to year basis. The Royal Canadian Legion at ALL levels must lobby Veterans Affairs Canada and the
Federal government through our MP’s to take responsibility for funding and maintaining the service
dog program, not only in N.S., but across Canada.

Our newest VOP partner, the Veteran Farm Project, was introduced at our biennial convention in Windsor
this past May 2018. A Veteran centric social enterprise focusing on food insecurity in the veteran population
and the hope to aid in helping as many families and Veterans with farm fresh local food.

The food will be grown locally in Nova
Scotia on a 6.5 acre Veteran owned farm
with a goal of helping those Veterans who
need a boost with fresh vegetables and
produce and to improve the lives of
Veterans by providing a safe environment
with access to nature and the physical,
social and mental health benefits that
being outdoors provides.

Comrades, NS/NUC’s Veterans Outreach Program is fully
committed to all of the initiatives developed to assist our
Veterans and their families by enhancing their quality of life
and helping them overcome barriers faced as a result of their
service.

These initiatives speak to the very soul of The R.C.L. — the
support and care of our Veterans and their families. These
programs prove vital relevancy to The Legion itself.

If you would like additional information on any of these

projects or initiatives, please contact the Executive Director
of NS/NU Command at 902.429.4090 Ext. 4.

www.ns.legion.ca 13
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Nova Scotia Veteran License Plates

1%t of its kind in Canada

continued ...
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continued ...

VETERAN LICENSE PLATES PROJECT

The concept of a Veteran’s license plate was first introduced during convention in Truro in May of 2001
by then Cape Breton District Commander and Command Public Relations Chairman Comrade Jim Mullins.
The concept was accepted in principal by the convention delegates as a visible means to recognize our
Veterans in Nova Scotia.

Following the May 2001 convention, the Vice-Chairman of Nova Scotia/Nunavut Command (NS/NUC)
and new Public Relations Chairman Comrade Steve Wessel, continued to pursue the idea of introducing a
Veterans license plate in Nova Scotia.

On 15 November 2001, Comrade Wessel met with the N.S. Provincial government’s Standing Committee
on Veterans Affairs, chaired by Mr. William Langille, and made presentation for the acceptance of a
Veterans license plate. The Standing Committee agreed, by motion, to recommend to the Minister of Service
N.S. and Municipal Relations, Mr. Angus Maclsaac, for the acceptance of such a plate. After several
meetings between Comrade Wessel, Service N.S., and Minister Maclsaac, a plate design and an application
form supplied by NS/NUC were agreed upon. Service N.S. would produce and distribute the plates and
NS/NUC of The Royal Canadian Legion would be the authorizing agent for verification of Veteran status.

In February 2003, after 15 months of intensive negotiations, then serving President of NS/NUC Comrade
Fred Mombourquette, installed the very first Veterans license plate on his personal vehicle. The first such
plate in Nova Scotia — and in Canada! The license plate project was subsequently adopted and instituted
by every Legion Command in every province across Canada.

Following intensive lobbying by Nova Scotia/Nunavut Command and the UN NATO Veterans Association,
in November 2016, the N.S. government finally unveiled a motorcycle plate for Veterans which eventually
hit the roads in the spring of 2017.

The mission statement of The Royal Canadian Legion states:

Our mission is to serve Veterans,
which includes serving military
and RCMP members and their families,
to promote remembrance and to serve our communities
and our country.

By lobbying for, and instituting this recognition for the Veterans of Nova Scotia, and of Canada, we believe
that we have assisted in fulfilling this mission statement on behalf of our Veterans and their families.

www.ns.legion.ca 17
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The Royal Canadian Legion’s 2019 Pilgrimage of Remembrance

“Tramping through wheat fields with John Goheen”
By Gary Silliker
My name is Comrade Gary Silliker, and I had the honour of being selected as the NS/NU Command
representative for The Royal Canadian Legion’s 2019 Pilgrimage of Remembrance. The pilgrimage was
led by Comrade Bruce Julian (1% Vice President Dominion Command), while Danny Martin (Deputy
Director Corporate Services Dominion Command) looked after the logistics, and Doris Williams (CANVET
Publications) looked after public affairs.

While I could write many pages about the pilgrimage, I shall endeavor to touch upon some of my most
poignant personal memories. [ have always found interest and satisfaction in “walking the ground.”

The pilgrimage was conducted over the period of 6 - 20 July with
stays in Caen, Dieppe, Ypres, and Arras. Comrade John Goheen,
of Port Coquitlam BC, the pilgrimage’s historian and tour guide
since 1997, is extremely knowledgeable and as well was being a
marvelous raconteur. He took us down many country lanes and
into many wheat fields, to explain, “what happened here.” John’s
passion and knowledge allowed us to stand on the ground where
heroes once stood — and where many of them died in the service
of our country.

We visited 17 Commonwealth War Graves Commission (CWGC)

cemeteries, where we sought out the graves of war dead from our .., ce utian (1) and John Goheen (right of
home provinces. We also visited one German cemetery and one  cannon) and others at the Hooge Crater
French cemetery. The Act of Remembrance was conducted in

France at the CWGC cemeteries at Beny-sur-Mer, Bretteville-sur-Laize, and Dieppe, as well as the Abbaye
d’Ardenne Memorial, the Beaumont-Hamel.

Newfoundland Memorial and the Canadian National Vimy Memorial,
and in Belgium at the Adegem Canadian War Cemetery and the Menin
Gate Memorial. Less formal, yet very emotional, memorial services
were held on the Essex Scottish Regiment’s landing beach at Dieppe
at 5:26 AM, at the end of the Dieppe jetty in memory of the naval
forces, and down a wooded path on the grounds of the Chateau

o i ) d’Audrieu in memory of the murdered Canadian POW'’s.
Pilgrims at the Vimy Memorial

JUNO BEACH

At Juno beach we walked the sands of the Mike/Red sector where
Sapper Arthur Thomas Jackson of Shelburne County became the first
recorded casualty of the Canadian assault force (see story - Nova Scotia
war dead: D-Day). We also got to view the house at Nan/Red which
has recently gained prominence with the newly released Canadian Mint
commemorative coin marking the 75" Anniversary of D-Day (see story
- “Finding Private Baker”).

Mike / Red landing sector, Juno beach
continued ...

www.ns.legion.ca 19
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continued ...

MURDERS IN NORMANDY

The word “execution” implies that some sort of legal decision had been made, by some sort of designated
authority, directing the death of an individual; while the word “murder” clearly means the deliberate illegal
taking of life. History records that 156 Canadian POWs were murdered during the Normandy campaign.
“Died whilst POW (murdered by the enemy),” was the stated cause of death, recorded by the Canadian
Army, on the personal files of the murdered.

John explained to us the crimes committed by soldiers of the 12" SS Panzer Division Hitlerjugend. The
Abbaye d’Ardenne was where SS-Colonel Kurt Meyer ordered the murder of Canadian prisoners of war
—of whom 12 were members of the North Nova Scotia Highlanders (NNSH). Rather than adhering to the
Geneva Convention on the treatment of POWSs, some other German commanders opted to order the killing
of the prisoners - whom they unsympathetically viewed as an ‘inconvenience’ that could be easily
eliminated.

Other than the Abbaye d’Ardenne, the sites of mass murder remain
unmarked and mostly forgotten. At the Chateau d’Audrieu we
quietly walked down a forest path to a spot where Canadian POWs
were once marched to their deaths. On the edge of another wheat
field John pointed out where, on 8 June 1944, 35 Canadian POWs
were massacred. In the town of Authie we stopped at a lovely little
park named ‘Place des 37 Canadiens.’ It is the location where a
group of soldiers of the NNSH, all disarmed POWs, were killed by
members of the Hitlerjugend; during an evening frenzy of torture,
Chateau d’Audrieu forest path murder, atrocity and desecration.

WHEAT FIELDS, A CANAL & A STUNTED TREE

On the outskirts of Authie we stood at the corner of an orchard on a patch of ground that a farmer might
use to park his tractor. Before us was a wheat field; about 900 meters across that field was a stand of trees
where the heavily armed German forces were well entrenched on 7 June 1944. John explained how C
Company, and a platoon from A Company, of the NNSH, of the 9 Infantry Brigade, desperately defended
that position for 2 hours using 3 heavy machine guns they had stripped from disabled Sherman tanks and
one 17-pounder self-propelled anti-tank gun. The 9" Brigade’s butcher’s bill for 7 June was 110 killed,
192 wounded, and 120 taken prisoner, as well as 21 tanks destroyed.

At Carpiquet we viewed the wheat field that the North Shore Regiment
(NSR) attacked across on 4 July 1944. That battle would become known
as the ‘graveyard of the regiment.” Amongst the NSR soldiers killed at
Carpiquet were nine soldiers from Nova Scotia (see story - Nova Scotia
soldiers of the NSR).

We stood silently in the wheat field at Verrieres Ridge where, on 25
July 1944, soldiers of the Black Watch (Royal Highland Regiment) of
Canada conducted a futile attack against an entrenched enemy. Of the
325 Black Watch soldiers who stepped off into that wheat field, 123 were killed, including Private Daniel
Hinkley of North-West Arm, Cape Breton; while another 184 were wounded or taken prisoner.

Verrieres Ridge

continued ...
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Singing at the Danger Tree

At the Beaumont-Hamel Newfoundland Memorial, just
short of the ‘danger tree,” we took time to sing the “Sweet
Forget me Not” — the marching song of the Royal
Newfoundland Regiment (R Nfld R). A few days later we
walked along a path, through another wheat field, to view
the Hawthorne crater that was so significant to the 1916
battle of Beaumont-Hamel. At Monchy-le-Preux, on the
edge of yet another wheat field, John traced out the
movements, and spoke of the heroic actions, of the
soldiers of the R Nfld R who held the line against a vastly
superior enemy force on 14 April 1917. A battle that saw
the regiment reduced to non-effective strength for the
second time during the Great War.

We also travelled through more wheat fields to visit the graves of Canadian war dead in the Litchfield
Crater and the Courcelette British Cemetery. After visiting the Canadian memorial at Passchendaele, we
walked the raised path between a potato field and beet field to reach the 85" Battalion (Nova Scotia
Highlanders) memorial. It was the spot where the highlanders ‘went over the top’ to capture their objective

on 28 October 1917.

Canal du Nord

At Canal du Nord we stood on the banks and
watched canal boats peacefully glide by. Many
military historians consider the attack across the
canal, in late-September 1918, as the most
significant strategic victory of the Canadian Corps
during the Great War. An outstanding feat of
secrecy, planning and coordination that relied
heavily upon artillery, engineers and infantry. There
is nothing along the canal to make note of that
victory.

When I was a young soldier, I was privileged to meet Pat Brophy; the
RCAF rear-gunner Andrew Mynarski, VC, was trying to save as their
bomber, Lancaster KB726, was ablaze and going down on the night of
12 June 1944. Mynarski died valiantly trying to save his friend. On our
last day John took us to a country crossroads next to a field of curious
dairy cattle. It was the site where KB726 crashed through a very large
tree before it struck the ground. The site is now marked with a small
memorial to Pilot Officer (Air Gunner) Mynarski, VC. That damaged
tree is still standing today — a stark reminder of the plight bomber crews

who perished during WW II.

Remains of tree damaged by
Mynarski's Lancaster KB726
continued ...
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INDIVIDUAL MEMORIALS

Each pilgrim was tasked with researching the life of one of Canada’s war dead and presenting their research
at the soldier’s grave site. The war dead selected came from each province in Canada. As the NS
representative I was assigned to research Roderick Alexander “Rod” MacLennan of Dalem Lake, Cape
Breton. I stood at grave 29A19 of the Cabaret-Rouge British Cemetery, on the afternoon of 18 July, and
spoke to my fellow pilgrims about the young soldier of the 85" Battalion from Cape Breton (see Private
Roderick Alexander MacLennan’s biography at the end of this article).

The pilgrimage was both emotional and educational. While we did visit many well-known monuments;
we also walked the ground and gained a better understanding of the “why” and “how.” Our national anthem
was sung freely and proudly, as was the ‘Ode to Newfoundland’.

SO WHY A PILGRIMAGE?

The RCL Pilgrimages date back to 1936 when 6,200 Great War Veterans, and many family members,
travelled to France for the official unveiling and dedication of the Vimy Memorial. In 1987 The RCL
sponsored a small group of young Canadians, including teachers, to attend the 50" Anniversary of the
unveiling of the Vimy Memorial. The Legion’s Youth Leadership Pilgrimage of Remembrance ran,
annually, from 1989 to 1997. Since then the RCL Pilgrimage of Remembrance has been conducted every
2 years.

Edmund Blunden, MC, the literary advisor to the Imperial War Graves Commission in 1936, posed the
question “why spend money on the dead?... a war cemetery, with all its inscriptions for youths in the main
dead ere their prime, is the chief sermon against war...Life is commonly regarded as a marvelous gift —
the giving back is the equal marvel, and the war cemeteries are in a sense the poetry of that high action.”
By conducting these pilgrimages, The Royal Canadian Legion stays true to its mission statement “to
promote Remembrance.” Mirroring Blunden’s sentiments.

Applicants for the pilgrimage agree, that if selected, they shall utilize what they learned on the pilgrimage
to enhance remembrance in their province. I look forward to doing just that. I would encourage anyone

who has a desire to walk the walk of heroes, and learn more about Canadian military history, to seriously
consider applying for the next pilgrimage planned for July 2021.

Y/ 7

"Memoriam eorum retinebimus"

continued ...

www.ns.legion.ca 25



74 Hobsons Lake Drive, Halifax, NS B3S 0G4
902-444-4647 www.privateersharleydavidson.com

Supports Veterans, past and present.

26 Veterans' Service Recognition Book - Volume 15



L e g"o\n@ Nova Scotia/Nunavut Command of The Royal Canadian Legion

continued ...

878408 Private Roderick Alexander MacLennan
85" Battalion (Nova Scotia Highlanders)

“There's a piper on the hillside at the closing of the day
You can hear his stirring music where the sunset fades away
You can see him through the maples as he marches to the shore
And he enters in that cabin, by the waters of Bras D'or.”

-Lillian Crewe Walsh

Roderick Alexander “Rod” MacLennan was born in Dalem Lake, Cape Breton, on 12 April, 1892, to
Roderick and Rachel (McLeod) MacLennan. Dalem Lake is located on Boulardrie Island, Bras d'Or Lake,
between Big Bras D’or and Hillside Boulardrie.

Rod left his work on the family farm to enlist in the 73" Battalion (Royal Highlanders of Canada) on 24
June, 1916, in Aldershot, NS. His initial medical assessment, upon enlisting, noted he had a ruddy
complexion, blue eyes, brown hair, weighed 145 pounds and stood 5°-7 2" tall.

A month later he was posted to the 185" Battalion (Cape Breton Highlanders). After basic and initial
infantry training, he left Halifax on SS Olympic on 12 October, arriving in England six days later. Rod
arrived in France in early December and spent all of January 1917 in hospital with the mumps.

Private MacLennan was posted to the 85" Battalion on 19 April, 1917, ten days after the initial attack on
Vimy Ridge. The Canadian tactical victory at Vimy Ridge was part of the much larger Battle of Arras that
raged on until mid-May. In 39 days of fighting, some 300,000 men on both sides were wounded, missing
or dead. The British/Canadian forces suffered an average of 4,000 casualties every day, the highest average
daily casualty rate, at that time, of any of their First World War assaults.

On 20 May the 85" went into the line in front of Angres, near Fosse 6, in relief of the 72" Battalion
(Seaforth Highlanders of Canada). This was all new territory for the NS Highlanders. It was a very hard
front as the Germans held commanding positions looking into the trenches of the 85" and could bring
down enfilade fire on them at will. It meant constant vigilance night and day.

On 23 May the 85" were getting ready to rotate out of the line the next day and turn it over to the 78"
Battalion (Winnipeg Grenadiers). It was a warm rainy day, and as the unit war diary notes, that evening
the Germans shelled the position with minenwerfers (short range mortars) on the left, killing 4 members
of D Company, and with High Explosive shells on the right killing 5 members of A Company. Rod was
killed in that action. He had been in the unit for only 5 weeks.

Private Roderick Alexander MacLennan is buried in grave 29A19 of the Cabaret-Rouge British Cemetery
south of the town of Souchez in France along with 324 other Canadians. That cemetery holds the graves
of 3195 soldiers of the UK, Canada, Australia, New Zealand, India, South Africa, and Germany.

We will remember them.
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Nova Scotia War Dead: D-Day

By Gary Silliker

At least 16 men from Nova Scotia died on 6 June, 1944, during the opening day of Operation Overlord.

The airborne assault:

The first Canadian unit to land in Normandy was the 1% Canadian
Parachute Battalion. On the night of 5/6 June 1944, they crossed
the English Channel and were dropped a few hours before the
seaborne assault.

Their primary task was to destroy the bridges on the Dives and
Divette Rivers in Varaville and Robehomme; and, to protect the
left flank of the 9" Parachute Battalion as it attacked the German
artillery position in Merville. Killed in action were Warrant
Officer 1% Class Wendell Clark of Halifax, Private Alexander J
Mclnnis of Glace Bay, and Major Hugh Murray MacLeod of
Glace Bay. The bodies of Clark and MacLeod are buried in the
Ranville War Cemetery. Mclnnis has no known grave and is
commemorated on the Bayeux Memorial.

The seaborne assault:

Canadian Paratroopers on D-Day

The assault wave that morning was made up of four infantry battalions and various corps units (engineers,

artillery, medical, service) of the 3 Canadian Division.

Sapper Arthur Thomas Jackson of Shelburne served to 6™ Field Company,

Royal Canadian Engineers.

He was part of the assault platoon on D-Day. His six-man team were
supporting 10 Platoon of the Royal Winnipeg Rifles (the first Canadian
unit to assault Juno Beach, landing at 0749 hours at beaches 'Mike Red'
and 'Mike Green'). The 6™ Field Company lost 75% of its men (killed,
wounded, missing) and were reduced to one officer and 26 men. Arthur
was killed in action by enemy machine gun fire on the beach. Sapper
Jackson was the first official Canadian

casualty of the assault.

Sapper Jackson Major Gavin Fraser Rainnie of Halifax served

in the 13" Field Regiment of the Royal

Canadian Artillery. He was the unit landing officer and was killed in action
when his landing craft struck an underwater mine coming into beach “Mike

Red”.

www.ns.legion.ca

Major Rainnie

continued ...
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The four infantry battalions were the Royal Winnipeg Rifles (RWR) and the
Regina Rifle Regiment (RRR) of the 7" Brigade, and the Queen’s Own Rifles
of Canada (QOR) and the North Shore (New Brunswick) Regiment (NSR) of
the 8" Brigade. Killed in action were Rifleman Donald Thomas, of Truro
(RRR) and Private Harold Thomas Lewis of Port Lorne (NSR). Died of
wounds were Corporal Michael John Makichuk of Debert (RWR) and Sergeant
Bruce Franklin Elliot of Kentville (NSR).

Private Harry G. Moore, of Kentville, served in 2" Canadian Armoured
Brigade Company (84 Coy), Royal Canadian Army Service Corps. His landing
ship was struck by enemy artillery fire and he was not counted amongst the
dead or the rescued soldiers. Harry was listed as missing and presumed dead.

Corporal Douglas Bertram MacDonald, MM, of Halifax, served in the Royal
Canadian Army Medical Corps and came ashore with the NSR. He was killed
in action and was posthumously awarded the Military Medal for bravery in the field.

Sgt. Elliot

Citation: “Corporal Douglas Bertram MacDonald was a member of the 22" Canadian Field Ambulance
on the beach, engaged with his section in collecting and treating casualties. Mortar and machine-gun fire
were heavy and continuous. Several casualties were seen to occur at the east end of the beach wall. On his
own initiative and with complete disregard for his own personal safety, Corporal MacDonald collected
three stretcher bearers and crawled thirty yards to render First Aid to these casualties. While so engaged,
a mortar shell exploded a few feet from them, killing two of the bearers, wounding the third and severely
wounding Corporal MacDonald about the face. Still conscious, but blinded, he retained presence of mind
and attempted to crawl to the shelter of the sea wall. He was removed and treated by other members of the
section.

Throughout the entire action until becoming a casualty, Corporal MacDonald showed complete
fearlessness and great initiative and leadership. His conduct was in every way an inspiration to the men
in his section.”

All of these men are buried in the Beny-sur-Mer Canadian War Cemetery, except for Harry G. Moore who
has no known grave and is commemorated on the Bayeux Memorial.

continued ...
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The seaborne follow-up wave:

The men of the North Nova Scotia Highlanders, 9" Brigade, were part of the second wave and came ashore
at Berniéres-sur-Mer about noon. They passed through the 7" and 8" Brigades and carried on the fight to
defend the gains made by the assault wave.

Corporal Lloyd Elmer Bishop of Sydney, Lance Corporal Joseph Earl Cuthbertson of Truro, and Private
Glendon Dwight Raymond of Tidville, Digby Co. were all killed in action.

Private Ralph Burton Tuttle, of Amherst, died of his wounds. All are buried in the Beny-sur-Mer Canadian
War Cemetery.

Cpl. Bishop Lance Cpl. Cuthbertson Private Raymond

Air support:

Flying Officer Richard Reginald Irvine, an Irish immigrant who was
living in Yarmouth when he enlisted, served as a navigator in 426
Squadron, Royal Canadian Air Force.

He was killed when Halifax bomber, LW382 OW-O, exploded in mid-
air on its way to Normandy to bomb the coastal batteries at Houlgate,

near Trouville. He is buried in the Mount Jerome Cemetery Dublin,
Ireland.

FO. Irvine
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Nova Scotia Pilots

H. Terry Creighton

Terry was a member of the influential Creighton family from Dartmouth, Nova
Scotia. His sister Helen became well-known for collecting traditional East Coast
folk music. Following the war, Terry had a successful career working in the life
insurance business.

At 18 years old, Terry enlisted with his best friend Jack Carson in the 4"
University Company, Princess Patricia’s Canadian Light Infantry. During the
attack on Courcelette in September 1916 (Battle of the Somme), Jack received
fatal injuries. Although Terry carried him to safety, Jack was buried in France.

In 1917, Creighton transferred to the Royal Flying Corps. During training, he
accumulated 89 hours of flying time in six different aircraft. He graduated just five days before the war’s
end. Terry’s brave actions on the Western Front were acknowledged in reports sent to higher command
and he was awarded a ‘Mention in Dispatches.” In 1919, a unique decoration of a bronze oak leaf was
created to honour soldiers who had received this distinction.

Captain Joseph Leonard Maries “John” White

John White was born in Halifax on 6™ Jan 1897. On the 22 August 1915 he
joined the Canadian Machine Gun Corps and was serving in France where
he was wounded in April 1916. In September 1917 he was seconded to the
Royal Flying Corps where he underwent Flight School training prior to
returning to the Western Front as a Sopwith Camel pilot in March of 1918.

A skilled pilot with a love of flying, White was noted for his effective and
daring capability with an aircraft, leading to his being awarded the Medal
for Military Valour, Distinguished Flying Cross and Bar, and the Croix de
Guerre (bronze star). Credited with 22 victories, Capt. White is listed as a
‘Flying Ace’.

On returning to Halifax in the summer of 1919 John entered into the study of Law at Dalhousie University
but couldn’t resist the desire to fly. In April 1924 he joined the fledgling Royal Canadian Air Force.
Tragically, on 24 February 1925, Flight/Lt. White, while instructing Flying Officer Cross in an Avro 504K
over Camp Borden Ontario, collided with another aircraft. Both men were killed, becoming the first flying
casualties of the RCAF.

Returned to Halifax with full Military Honours, F/L White was buried in Holy Cross Cemetery, South Park
Street, Halifax, Nova Scotia, age 28.

continued ...
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The Dieppe Raid - 1942

Canada’s experiences in times of war have been marked by great triumphs but also by harsh setbacks. The
Dieppe Raid during the Second World War was one of the darkest chapters in our country’s military history
but it was also marked by great courage and helped lead to important lessons being learned.

By the summer of 1942, the Second World War had been
raging for almost three years and things looked grim; Nazi
Germany had pushed east deep into the Soviet Union,
enemy forces were advancing in North Africa and U-boats
were making the Atlantic a deadly place for Allied shipping.
The British Isles were the only Allied holdout after the
Germans had invaded and occupied much of Western
Europe in 1940. The continent’s west coast was studded
with enemy troops, machine guns, artillery, barbed wire,
concrete pillboxes and offshore obstacles. It truly was on its
Dieppe beaches after the Raid way to becoming “Fortress Europe.”

Why raid Dieppe?

Many factors contributed to the decision to mount a large raid into occupied Europe in 1942. The Soviet
Union was pressuring the Allied forces to open a second front in Western Europe. The Allies, however,
needed more time to build up their military resources before undertaking such a massive effort. They felt
that a large raid on the coast of France, however, could force the Germans to divert more of their military
resources away from the Soviet Union and also help in the planning for the full-scale Allied assault that
would eventually have to take place.

Canadian soldiers had been training since the outset of the war in 1939 and, except for the Battle of Hong
Kong, had yet to see significant action. There was political pressure at home to finally get the Canadians
into battle, as well as impatience within the army itself.

Dieppe is a resort town situated at a break in the cliffs along the northwest coast of France and was selected
as the main target of the raid partially because it was within range of fighter planes from Britain. The Allies’
plan was to launch a large-scale amphibious landing, damage enemy shipping and port facilities, and gather
intelligence on German defences and radar technology. Recent research has suggested that the desire to
capture a top-secret Enigma code machine and accompanying codebooks was also an important factor in
mounting the raid.

"Operation Jubilee"

The Dieppe Raid, code-named “Operation Jubilee,” saw more than 6,000 men come ashore at five different
points along a 16-kilometre-long stretch of heavily defended coastline. Four of the attacks were to take
place just before dawn at points east and west of Dieppe, while the main attack on the town itself would
take place half an hour later. The raiding force was made up of almost 5,000 Canadians, approximately
1,000 British commandos and 50 American Army Rangers.

continued ...
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Things immediately went wrong for the landing force on the
eastern flank. They encountered a small German convoy and
the ensuing firefight alerted the enemy. The soldiers that came
ashore at Berneval and Puys consequently were met with
overwhelming fire and some of the heaviest Allied losses took

place there.

Some objectives on the western flank were achieved and the

enemy gun batteries at Varengeville were destroyed. In

Equipment bogged down on the loose gravel
beaches

Pourville, the South Saskatchewan Regiment and the Queen's
Own Cameron Highlanders came ashore and pushed towards their goals. The mounting German resistance,

however, would force them to withdraw with heavy losses.

Running behind schedule, the main force going ashore at Dieppe landed as daylight was breaking. The
German troops, now alerted to the raid, cut down many Canadians as they waded in the surf. Nevertheless,
many of our soldiers fought their way across the cobblestone beach to the relative protection of the seawall.
The same cobblestones and seawall made it hard for the Allied tanks to move off the beach and the fierce
enemy fire prevented engineers from clearing the way for them to push their way into the town.

Small boats help evacuate those stranded on the beach

Heroism

Small groups from the Royal Hamilton
Light Infantry and the Essex Scottish
Regiment were able to fight their way into
the bullet-swept streets of Dieppe. It was
clear, however, that the raid could not
continue and the retreat soon began. Trying
to evacuate everyone, however, would mean
the probable destruction of the Allied naval
force.

Through great courage, many men were
taken off the beaches under heavy fire, but
by early afternoon the last boat had
departed. Left in a hopeless situation, the
remaining Canadians were forced to
surrender. The raid was over.

Many acts of great courage took place during the Dieppe Raid and two
Canadians would earn the Victoria Cross, our country’s highest award for
military valour. Lieutenant-Colonel Cecil Merritt earned the medal for
courageously leading his men from the South Saskatchewan Regiment across
the River Scie at Pourville in the face of heavy resistance. Once the regiment
could go no farther, he then led a dangerous retreat that allowed most of the
men to escape back to Britain. Merritt himself was captured and spent the rest

of the conflict as a prisoner of war.

www.ns.legion.ca
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Honourary Captain John W. Foote, a chaplain with the Royal Hamilton Light
Infantry, also earned a Victoria Cross. For eight hours, he continually braved
enemy fire on the Dieppe beach to bring the wounded to first aid posts. When
his own landing craft was about to leave, he intentionally stayed behind to be
captured so that he could minister to the many men who were going to be taken
prisoner.

Capt. John W. Foote VC

Lessons Learned

1942 was one of the darkest periods of the Second World War. But the fact that the Allies had come ashore
in occupied France gave the French people some hope and the Dieppe Raid let them know that they had
not been forgotten.

While the losses were heavy and the raid did not meet most of its objectives, many historians feel that the

lessons learned there played an important role in the success of later actions. For example, the Dieppe Raid

and subsequent wartime beach assaults contributed to improvements in Allied amphibious landing

techniques. While the cost of gaining this knowledge was steep, it likely saved many lives on the beaches
of Normandy when the Allies returned to the shores of
continental Western Europe to stay on D-Day,
June 6, 1944.

Sacrifice

The men who participated in the Dieppe Raid paid a
great price. Of the 4,963 Canadians who embarked on
the mission, only approximately 2,200 returned to
England and many of those had been wounded. More
than 3,350 Canadians became casualties, including a
total of 916 who lost their lives as a result of the raid
and approximately 1,950 more who were taken
prisoner. A total of 210 British and American personnel
also lost their lives.

Those who were captured faced especially harsh treatment in prisoner of war camps and most would remain
in captivity for more than two-and-a-half years. As the end of the war neared, many of them also had to
endure forced wintertime marches as the Germans moved the prisoners away from the advancing Allied
forces who otherwise could have liberated them. The Dieppe Raid also took a considerable toll on the ships
and aircraft that supported the assault. August 19, 1942, saw the Allies’ worst single day losses for aircraft
of the entire Second World War, with 119 of their warplanes being shot down as they tried to protect the
landing force.

Canadian prisoners at Dieppe

The Legacy

The Canadians who fought in the Dieppe Raid were among the more than one million men and women
from our country who served in uniform during the Second World War. The efforts of all of these brave
Canadians helped the Allies eventually achieve victory. The sacrifices and achievements of those who gave

so much to restore peace and freedom to the world will never be forgotten.
continued ...
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Story from a Dieppe Veteran

Taken from a Halifax newspaper in 1942, Letter from Maritimer tells of Raid on Dieppe:

“The Canadians showed them how to fight like real men and die
like heroes™, was part of a letter received Saturday by Nicholas
Lacusta, chef at the Nova Scotian Hotel (Halifax), from his son,
Leo, of the 2" Canadian Division overseas. In this letter Leo told
of his experience as one of the attacking Canadians at Dieppe.

He related the terrific odds they had to face, foreign territory,
mobile artillery, outnumbered forces and German reinforcements
later. He added the significant note: “Besides all of which I don’t
think the raid was as big a surprise as we had hoped it would be”.

The letter was dated 24 August, and Defence Minister Ralston in
his report to the House last week told of an encounter with a
German tanker that partly gave the attack away.

Leo W. Lacusta joined the signalling Corps in Charlottetown two

days before the outbreak of the war, and was overseas September

1940. In a letter to his parents, dated 31 July, he gave a hint of

action shortly for Canadian forces in England. Writing to his family
on that date, he thanked then for all they had done for him. He makes no fateful prediction in view of
coming events, but writes with the idea of letting his family sincerely know his regards for them.

Plenty Tough
“Well, we finally got our crack at the Boche (Germans) and believe me he’s plenty tough; he made it really
hot on that beach at Dieppe but I guess the Canadians can handle anything he can throw at us. Because he
threw everything at us but the kitchen sink and didn’t stop us,” said the letter.

If the odds had been even the Canadians would have given the “squareheads” a worse beating, he said,
“but naturally they had the advantage of being on their own territory; they brought up mobile artillery,
they outnumbered us badly and rushed up reinforcements later. Besides all of which I don’t think the raid
was as big a surprise as we had hoped it would be.

“Still we did our job and we did it better than any other division in the world could have done. That’s no
fooling. Second Division was the crack outfit. The price we paid was high; we lost the cream of our boys
but when it was over Fritzie knew he had been in a fight”.

The witness said he was proud to be one of those in the “show”.

“The Canadians showed them how to fight like real men and die like heroes,” he continued. Not a man
showed the “white feather” and he praised the bravery of those who faced and met death. “I lost my

roommate and nine other buddies and that hurts a lot but we can’t have a bloodless war, can we?”
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4 N

“Greater love hath no man than this...”
These words should be inscribed on every stark white cross
That marks a warrior's grave.
Yes, they died for you...you were their friend even though they never knew your name,
For you were Canada to them...
You were the hurrying faces they saw...the girl who waved from a passing car...
The small boy who watched their train go by; you were their Canada.
They did not begrudge the price they paid, they died trusting that you would carry on...
Knowing that you would carry on. You were their countryman.
Can you measure their sacrifice?
Mark it down in dollars and cents?
Judge the value of a man's life blood?
You cannot measure it; you cannot equal it.
The utmost that you can do is pitifully small...
For theirs was the greatest love known to man or God...
“That a man lay down his life for his friends.”
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David Strong, CPA, CA

Strong & Associates

Chartered Professional Accountants Inc.

1111 Bedford Highway,
Bedford, NS B4A 1B9

902 405-0100
dstrong@strongconsulting.ca

Gregory Schofield, CAT

99 Windsor Junction Road
Windsor Junction, Nova Scotia B2T 1G7

Phone: (902) 860-1138 Ext. 235
Fax: (902) 860-4500
E-mail: gschofield@marid.ca

Proud to
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Veterans and
Troops

VICE PRESIDENT

Follow us on Twitter! Check us out on LinkedIn!

» Organic Waste Solutions
* Products of Quality Compost
* Soll Fertility Experts

IN MEMORY OF
THOSE WHO SERVED,

WALTER TERMEER B.Sc. (Agr.)

1332 Pleasant Valley Rd.
Brookfield, NS BON 1C0

Tel: (902) 673-3020
walter@fundycompost.com

Our Vision is that all citizens, including
persons with disabilities, African
Nova Scotians and youth at risk be
respected and grow socially, economically
and culturally in Cumberland County
through the delivery of employability
services.

OFFICE LOCATIONS:

63 Victoria Street E., Amherst Nova Scotia
and 66 Junction Road Springhill N.S.
CONTACT US:
www.cansa.ca
Telephone: 902 661 1509
Fax: 902 661 4062
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Letters from the Front - WWI

During any conflict, letters from home, or letters from loved ones at the front or anywhere away from
home, are the lifeline to that individual or family. The following are 2 excerpts from newspaper clippings
during WW1.

The first letter is from Lea Misner, Stanhope PEI, who fought with the 55 Battalion in France.

Mpr. John Misner, of Stanhope, has received the following letter
from his son, who was badly wounded and who is now in an
English hospital:

DEAR FATHER —

Just a few lines to let you know that I am feeling not too bad after
all I went through. My wound is healing up fast, of course, I am still
in bed, and likely to be for a while yet. I was in a hospital first in
France, then they sent me across to England and we are in a good
hospital here. I have a lovely Sister and nurse to wait on me, and
the people are awfully nice; they bring me cigarettes and fruit, etc.
Well, I was in Belgium five months,; had some pretty rough times of
it, saw some big fighting, and was in it, and did my share. I saw a
lot of Germans, and must have shot a lot of them, for I took good
aim. [ was in that big battle at Ypres in June, and in another big one
in May, but it only lasted three days. I came through them well until
the 11" of August. [ was sent to Hill 60, and was there one day when
the row commenced, and about half past seven one of our fellows
got hit, and the shelling was so bad we could not get to our stretcher-
bearers, so I volunteered for one to go, and on my way back I was
hit in the back. That was about eight in the morning.

A corporal friend of mine tied a bandage around my waist, and [
had another spell shooting; then I got sick and went and lay down
until dark. I could not eat. The doctor says I saved my own life by
not eating, but I drank about a gallon of water. Then walked about
three miles, and that was the last I knew till I woke up in a hospital
in France. I was awful sick for a while, my temperature was 105,
but it is back to normal again, thank God. This is a navy hospital 1
am in.

Tell the girls I don't feel able to write them now. Well, dad, I think
this is a rather long letter, so, I will say goodbye.

From your loving son,

Lea. continued ...
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WIRELESS HIGH SPEED
RURAL BROADBAND INTERNET

Nova Scotia’s leader
in rural high-speed internet
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Direct Billing Available
for Blue Cross WCB and
Insurance Companies

Approved Service
Provider for Veterans
Affairs Canada

At Home or Facility/Hospital
“Wherever You Call Home”
Kingston

(902) 765-6777
Kentville

(902) 678-0441

Proud to Support our Veterans
Lest We Forget

“Keeping Your Community Alive”

The I.U.O.E. Local 727, which is the Nova Scotia
Paramedics Union, on behalf of the Nova Scotia
Paramedics who proudly serve Nova Scotia’s public
in their times of need, acknowledge the sacrifices,
past and present, of the Veterans and active
Service men and women.

Nova Scotia Paramedics support the Royal
Canadian Legion NS/Nunavut Command by
pledging to this publication.

799 Sackville Dr.
Lower Sackville
(902) 865-6389

Lest We Forget
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continued ...

Our 2 [etter is from Captain Henry H. Pineo, Waterloo, N.S., 5% Canadian Mounted Rifles, written just
prior to his death on 21 July 1916 at Ypres, Belgium.

Captain Henry H. Pineo, of Waterloo, Kings County, killed at the front on July
21%, had many friends in Halifax and throughout the province, to whom extracts
from a letter written by the late officer some short time before his death to C.J.
Burchell, K.C. of Halifax will be of interest.

After referring to several personal matters,

the letter proceeds to say:

The atmosphere here is not conducive to a
logical turn of thought along anything but
military lines. I am writing this in a dug-out
within a mile of the line, and we have
frequent visits from the big shells. A nine inch
chap struck just outside our door a little while ago. I am glad it did
not hit our roof. It is such little things that make our life interesting. 1
have been acting company commander for over a week now, and it
keeps me pretty busy, but the more one has to do over here the better.

1 am in the very best of health and as happy as can be, but would much
rather leave had not been stopped. I was due to go on the 19" and was
looking forward to a very pleasant week in London, but it’s all off now.

A month in dear old Nova Scotia this summer would certainly look
good to me. I think I would give a year of my life to even spend Apple
Blossom Sunday at home. Dont think [ want to throw up my part in
this scrap, for I am more in earnest every day but I am still young
enough to have the homesick feeling once in a while. It certainly does
us a lot of good over here to read of the support you are giving at home,
and the way that recruits are being raised is simply marvellous. I am
afraid they will all be needed, too, but we shall hope not. It takes more
than we had imagined to make up for the years of Hun preparation.

Two of my friends in another battalion were blown to pieces about a
week ago, and such things make one feel that he would glory in being
an old fashioned Iroquois Indian chief, with a Hun for a victim.

I know I will tire you with this piffle, but please pardon me if I do. 1
Jjust felt like writing a bit tonight.

1 am, Very Sincerely yours,
(Sgd.) Henry H. Pineo.

continued ...
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continued ...

A Father’s Pride
By E.M. Dove — Dartmouth, N.S.

My son, my little son, so small!
You are to me my life, my all;
And such a helpless little thing!
But oh, what wondrous love you bring!
And oh, what joys and hopes untold!
My little son, just one year old.

My son, my manly, little son,
Today your life’s work has begun;
So put away your games and toys,

And with the other little boys,
Pay heed to all your teachers say;

My little son is seven today!

My son, my noble, darling son,
So full of life and health and fun,
At home, at lessons, or at work;
No duty would you ever shirk;
Success will surely crown your way!
My boy is fourteen years today!

My son! my son! My precious son!
Would God the battle now be won!
Your country called and you have gone.
I watched you as you marched along!
Oh God, protect, and keep my son!
My soldier boy, just twenty-one.

www.ns.legion.ca 53



152 Dorey Avenue
Dartmouth, NS B3B 0B1

(902) 434-4428

Velocity also offers
the following services:

~ 3-D Printing ~ Waterjet Cutting
~ CNC Machining ~ Manual Machining
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on the island
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Nova Scotia Soldiers of
the North Shore (NB) Regiment

By Gary Silliker

Regimental records show that over 60 Nova Scotia soldiers assaulted Juno Beach, sector Nan/Red, on
D-Day, 6 June 1944, as members of the North Shore (NB) Regiment (NSR).

They were: Major Robert B Forbes ; Sergeant BF Elliot; Lance-Sergeant DW Webb; Corporals G
Cleveland , MJ Gorman and GW Lepage; Lance Corporal MS Brown ; and Privates JM Auriat, EA Aker,
SR Andrews, JA Aresnault, GH Baker, A Bennett, NM Bradley, BT Broom, WR Budge, GA Byrne, WG
Burke, GA Campbell, DN Crowell, AJ Desroche, L. Doucette, SJ Falls, A Foster, MB Frank, RA Gimlet,
HJ Gormley, PE Harvey, MM Hodgson, RSV Isenor, CD Kane, SM Lake, HT Lewis, DC Lever, EF Mader,
WH Mader, JT Marsh, J Marshall, LH MacCulay, A MacDonald, LF MacDowell, JA MacQuarrie, JS
McCann, JE McDougall, AJ McLean, JA McNeil, VA Mitchell, JA Montgomery, JE Ogden, WW
O’Handley, RW Oikle, LA Outhouse, AL Pierce, LE Porter, T Powell, HG Rafuse, GP Ryan, JW Ryan, NP
Scoville, WS Spavold, AR Sponagle, RA Travis, KF Teed, and A Winn. Many more men from Nova Scotia
would serve in the NSR before the war’s end.

Three hundred and eighty-six (386) members of the NSR died during WW II. The regiment’s fatal casualties
by rank were: lieutenant colonel (1), majors (4), captains (2), lieutenants (14), warrant officer Class I (1),
warrant officer Class II (2), sergeants (13), lance sergeants (4), corporals (35), lance corporals (33), and
privates (277). Sixty-six (66) of the regiment’s war dead were from Nova Scotia.

A soldier from Cape Breton was one of three men of the NSR awarded the Distinguished Conduct Medal
(DCM). The second highest award for gallantry in action (after the Victoria Cross) for all army non-
commissioned ranks. Fifteen soldiers of the NSR were awarded the Military Medal (MM) for bravery in
the field, including a soldier from Pictou County.

1944
On D-Day Sergeant Bruce Franklin Elliot (Kentville) died of his wounds and Private
Harold Thomas Lewis (Port Lorne) was killed in action.

Sgt Elliot

Private Jean Marie Joseph Auriat (Halifax) was killed in action on 7 June (D+1)
during the unsuccessful attack on the radar station near Douvres-la-Delvrande.

On 4 July the NSR attacked the airfield at Carpiquet. It was the fiercest fight the
regiment had since the D-Day landings. Six Nova Scotians died that day. Killed
in action were Privates Lawrence Doucette (Grand Desert), Percy Ervin Harvey
(Hants Co), William Lockhart (Londonderry), Raymond McDonald (Glace Bay),
Thomas Richard (Charles Cove, Guysborough Co) and Howard Welch (Amherst).
Privates Henry Collins (Sydney) and Stafford Marvel Lake (Bramber) died of

‘ ‘ their wounds before nightfall.
Private Auriat

continued ...
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continued ...

Private Doucette Private MacDonald Private Richard Private Welch

The battle for Normandy raged on and six Nova Scotians died within five days of each other. Private Lloyd
Outhouse (Tiverton) died of his wounds on 5 July. On 6 July Private Thomas Powell (Sydney) died of his
wounds and Private Angus MacLean (Ingonish) was killed in action. Private Carman Steadman (Waterville)
was killed in action on 8 July. Lieutenant Ernest Garber (Bridgewater) died of his
wounds on 9 July and Private Douglas Walker (Sydney Mines) was killed in action.

The next Nova Scotia deaths were men who died of their wounds before reaching
life saving medical attention. Private Edward Duggan (Halifax) died on 17 July,
Private Aubrey Higgins (Moose River) died on 30 July and Private Henry Gregory
(Young’s Cove) perished on 2 August.

Private Hector McNeil (Glace Bay) was posted to the NSR
on 11 June, 1944, and arrived in France on 13 June. On 4
July, before he could catch up with the NSR, he was attached to the 1% Canadian
Parachute Battalion. He was killed in action near Caen on 5 August.

Lt. Garber

The NSR’s forward position was being struck by sporadic enemy shelling on the

afternoon of 8 August. At 1605 hours the regiment was inadvertently bombed by

the USAAC. Seventy-two (72) men of the North Shore Regiment were wounded

while thirty-three (33) were killed - including six soldiers from Nova Scotia.
Private MacNeil and son  Kijlled in action were Lance Corporal Mark Sterling Brown (Cumberland Co)
and Privates John Campbell (Sutherlands), Roland Hughes (New Glasgow), Arthur Langille (Pictou), Lloyd
Moore (Red River), and Carson Ryan (Truro).

Lance Cpl Brown Private Langille Private Ryan
continued ...
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continued ...

On 10 August the Canadian commander ordered the NSR, along with the
Queen’s Own Rifles of Canada, to push back the Germans who had created a
bulge in the front line. The Germans established an ambush position in Quesnay
Woods and waited for the soldiers of the NSR. It was a night battle that was
described in the regimental history as a “nightmare of wild action.” It was a
brutal fight that claimed the lives of 19 men including Privates Thomas Grant
(Thorburn) and Thomas Robertson (Westville), who were killed in action,
while Privates Calvin Gillis (West Dalhousie),

Private Grant

John Kennedy (Inverness), Clarence MacKay (Barrs Corners) and Henry Roberts (Glace Bay) all died of
their wounds.

Private Kennedy Private MacKay Private Roberts - right

On 8 August, Private Robert Lawrence (Guysborough) was struck in the chest by a bullet that exited his
buttocks. It was a serious wound that had ripped through his torso. He was evacuated to a military hospital
near Juno beach where he died of his wounds on 13 August.

On 23 August Corporal Sydney James Falls (Liverpool, 3 Canadian Division
heavy weight boxing champion) was leading a patrol into Brenay with the aim
of dislodging enemy snipers. They were drawn into an ambush; Falls and three
other soldiers were killed. Falls was the only African-Nova Scotian killed while
serving with the NSR.

Just after 0100 hours, on 25 August, as the regiment advanced towards Fontaine,
Private Roy Hogg (Port Clyde) was on an advance reconnaissance patrol and
was killed in action when his Bren Gun carrier struck an anti-tank mine.

On 17 September the NSR attacked the enemy’s large naval coastal gun

Cpl. Falls emplacement at La Tresorerie. Private Andrew Davidson (Guysborough
County) was wounded and died of his wounds later that day.

Many military historians consider the Battle of the Scheldt as the most significant battle fought by the

Canadians during WW II in Northwest Europe.

continued ...
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continued ...

The cold, muddy, wet polder (land reclaimed by building dykes) fighting, to
drive the German’s out of the Scheldt estuary, began on 11 October for the
NSR. Private John Miller (Noel Shore) was killed in action that day. Corporal
John MacNeil (St Margaret Village) was killed on 12 October. On 13 October
the NSR captured the hamlet of Scherpbier - Private Gerald Nowe
(Greenfield) was killed in action.

Private Sam MacPherson (William’s
Point) was seriously wounded on 15
October and evacuated to the 23" Field
Ambulance, and then onto the 2
Canadian Casualty Clearing Station near
Antwerp. Sam died the next day.

Cpl. MacNeil

On 24 October the men of the NSR fought a bloody and muddy fight
to capture the five dykes leading to Scherpbier. Privates Albert Bates
2nd Canadian (Passchendaele), John George (Dartmouth) and William Markie
Casualty Clearing Station (Westville) were all killed in action during that fight. The battle
continued into the night and Private Alexander MacKenzie (Denmark
Colchester Co.) was killed on 25 October.

The NSR