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The Royal Canadian Legion Nova 
Scotia/Nunavut Command 

Executive Council 
Meeting Minutes  
February 9 2019 

 

In Attendance: 
 

Melvin Crowe President 

Marion Fryday-Cook 2nd Vice President 
Donna McRury Treasurer 
Karen Lynch Chairman 
Steve Wessel Immediate Past President  

Ted Martens Commander District A 

Lorne MacDonald Commander District B 

Robert Hoeg Commander District C 
Mervin Steadman Commander District D 
Don McCumber Commander District E 
Richard Malin Commander District F 
Cliff Laurin Deputy Commander District G  
George Dellavalle Commander Zone 2 
Conrad Gilbert Commander Zone 8 
Wilson MacDonald Commander Zone 10 
Glen Leduc Acting Commander Zone 15 
Valerie Mitchell-Veinotte Executive Director 
Jane Scott Recording Secretary 

 
Present for Report: 

 
Stephen Tedford Service Officer NS/NU Command 

 
Regrets: 
 
Clark Wolfe Commander District G 

 
Nova Scotia/Nunavut Command Chairman Karen Lynch called the meeting to order at 
approximately 8:30 am. 
 

 
1. Opening Ritual 

 
2nd Vice President Marion Fryday-Cook conducted the Opening Ritual. 
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2. Procedures 

 
NS/NU Command Chairman Karen Lynch reviewed the meeting procedures. 
 
M - 1  
 
Moved by Comrade Hoeg, seconded by Comrade MacDonald 
 
To vary from agenda if required. 
          11 Affirmative 
          0 Abstentions 
          0 Opposed 
          Motion Carried 
 
3. Service Officers Report 

 
NS/NU Command Service Officer Stephen Tedford reviewed and referred the meeting to submitted report.  
The following additional information was also given: 
All home visits carried out by the NS/NU Command Service Officers are within the geographical area of the 
Halifax Regional Municipality and are for clients that present directly to NSNU Command.  The files handled 
by the NS/NU Command Service Officers are Command wide.  Branch Service Officers are very helpful, newly 
appointed Service Officers are reaching out to Command when requiring direction and education, longer 
serving Service Officers are not requiring as much guidance.  The caseload has increased; in Sept 2017 NSNU 
Command Service Officers had 300 Veteran’s Affairs open files, 486 at the end of 2017 and 791 in 2018.  As of 
January 2019 there are 239 open files.  
 
M - 2 

 
Moved by Comrade Don McCumber, seconded by Comrade Hoeg 

 

That the Service Officers’ Report be accepted. 
          11 Affirmative 
          0 Abstention 
          0 Opposed 
          Motion Carried 
 

4 .  Minutes of Executive Council Meeting 09/15/18  
 

M – 3 
 

Moved by Comrade Steadman, seconded by Comrade Fryday-Cook 
 

That the Minutes of Executive Council Meeting 09/15/18 be accepted. 
          11 Affirmative 

          0 Abstention 

          0 Opposed 
          Motion Carried 
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5. Business Arising from the Minutes of Executive Council Meeting 09/15/18 
 

With reference to NS/NU Command Executive Council Meeting Minutes of September 15 2018, M – 20 under 
item 12:  Public Relations, whereby Committee Chairman Karen Lynch stated that improvements to the 
Command website were under discussion.  Executive Director Valerie Mitchell-Veinotte has made several 
attempts to meet with the Webmaster to discuss improvements to the website including training for the staff 
to implement and manage the improvements.  She will continue to pursue a meeting. 

 

6. Presidents’ Remarks/Report/D.E.C. Report 
 

NS/NU Command President Melvin Crowe referred the meeting to submitted report.  President Crowe 
highlighted his first trip to Iqaluit thanking Comrade Cliff Laurin and the members of Iqaluit Branch for their 
hospitality towards himself and Comrade Valerie Mitchell-Veinotte. 
 
Comrade Tofflemire attended the D.E.C meeting on behalf of President Crowe.  He noted that D.E.C minutes 
are posted on the National Headquarters website and that any questions can to be directed through the 
Executive Director.  

 
M – 4 

 
Moved by Comrade Crowe, seconded by Comrade Wessel 

 

That the report be accepted. 
          11 Affirmative 
          0 Abstention 
          0 Opposed 
          Motion Carried 

7. Finance Committee Report  
 

Committee Member Marion Fryday-Cook referred the meeting to the submitted report and proceeded to 
review the pre-audit December financial statements.   

 
M – 5 

 
Moved by Comrade Wessel, seconded by Comrade Fryday-Cook 
 

That the Finance Committee report including the pre-audit financial statements be accepted. 
          11 Affirmative 
          0 Abstention 
          0 Opposed 
          Motion Carried 
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8. Budget Report 
 

Finance Committee Member Marion-Fryday Cook referred the meeting to the submitted report.  The meeting 
agreed to defer decision on the budget until all committee reports had been presented. 
 

9. Treasurers’ Report 
 
NS/NU Command Treasurer Donna McRury referred the meeting to the submitted report.   
 
M - 6 
 
Moved by Comrade McRury, seconded by Comrade Wessel.  
 
That the two GICs due to mature on February 14th be reinvested at a five year term at 3.15% interest rate. 
          11 Affirmative 
          0 Abstention 
          0 Opposed 
          Motion Carried 
 
M-7 
 
Moved by Comrade McRury, seconded by Comrade Steve Wessel  
 
That the interest from the two GICs maturing be transferred to Veterans Outreach. 
          11 Affirmative 
          0 Abstention 
          0 Opposed 
          Motion Carried 
 
Comrade McRury reported on submitted Branch Financial Reports up to the end of November 2018.   
 
M – 8 
 
Moved by Comrade McRury, seconded by Comrade Fryday-Cook 
 
That the Treasurers’ report be accepted. 
          11 Affirmative 
          0 Abstention 
          0 Opposed 
          Motion Carried 
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10. Correspondence 
 
Executive Director Valerie Mitchell-Veinotte brought several items of correspondence to the attention of the 
meeting: 
 

•  The UN/NATO Veterans’ Association hopes to fund and dedicate a monument in recognition of 
National Peacekeepers to be placed in the park area near Dartmouth ferry.  The timeframe is planned 
to be within the next 2 years.   

•  Next year will mark the 75th anniversary of the liberation of the Netherlands from Nazi occupation.  The 
committee formed to mark the event is organizing a fundraiser dinner where they will be selling tables 
and seeking sponsors. The proceeds will go to several charities including the NS/NU Benevolent Fund.   

•  Correspondence from a Veteran thanking the NS/NU for benevolent assistance that he received was 
read. It was agreed that stories such as these should be shared with Dominion Command.   It was 
agreed that the E.D. would provide the Benevolent Assistance Fund Committee Chairman and the 
Veterans Outreach Committee Chairman with other cases so that they might be shared with Delegates 
at Convention.  

•  Correspondence was shared concerning a Paws Fur Thought donation. 
 

 
11. Executive Directors’ Report 
 
NS/NU Executive Director Valerie Mitchell-Veinotte referred the meeting to submitted report. 
 
M – 9 
 
Moved by Comrade Crowe seconded by Comrade MacDonald that the report be accepted.  
          11 Affirmative 
          0 Abstention 
          0 Opposed 
          Motion Carried
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12. District Reports  
 
District A 
 
NS/NU Command District A Commander Ted Martens referred the meeting to submitted report.  

 
District B 

 
NS/NU Command District B Commander Lorne MacDonald referred the meeting to submitted report. 

 
District C 

 
NS/NU Command District C Commander Robert Hoeg referred the meeting to submitted report and thanked 
the Districts’ Zone Commanders. 

 
District D 

 
NS/NU Command District D Commander Mervin Steadman referred the meeting to submitted report and 
extended thanks to the Districts’ Zone Commanders. 

 
District E 

 
NS/NU Command District E Commander Don McCumber referred the meeting to submitted report adding that 
the Yarmouth library will be hosting an event for community members to bring in photos for the Veterans’ 
Service Recognition Book. District Commander McCumber also reported the concerns that he received from a 
Comrade in the District regarding beds for veterans and the placement of patients with no military connection in 
those beds, and of his concern that the Royal Canadian Legion is not taking part in discussion with Veterans 
Affairs to secure these beds.  NS/NU President Melvin Crowe advised the meeting that Dominion Command are 
in discussion with Veterans Affairs on this issue.  District Commander McCumber will forward the concerned 
Comrades’ email to NS/NU President Melvin Crowe. 

 
District F 

 
NS/NU Command District F Commander Richard Malin referred the meeting to submitted report.  
It was agreed that District F Commander Richard Malin will submit a monthly financial report for the Halifax 
Central Poppy Fund directly to the Executive Director.  
 
District G 

 
NS/NU Command Deputy District G Commander Cliff Laurin referred the meeting to submitted report.  

 
M-10 
 

Moved by Comrade Steadman, seconded by Comrade McCumber 
 

That the District Reports be accepted.      11 Affirmative 
0 Abstention 
0 Opposed 
Motion Carried 
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13. Presentation 
 
On behalf of the President of Dominion Command, NS/NU President Melvin Crowe presented Comrade Steve 
Wessel with a bar in recognition of his Membership Committee work at the Dominion Command level. 
 

14. Committee Reports 
 

Appeals 
 

NS/NU Command Appeals Committee Chairman Steve Wessel referred the meeting to submitted report. 
 

M – 11 
 

Moved by Comrade Wessel, seconded by Comrade McRury 
 

That the report be accepted.  
11 Affirmative 
0 Abstention 

0 Opposed 

Motion Carried 
 

Benevolent Assistance Fund 
 

NS/NU Command Benevolent Fund Chairman Ted Martens referred the meeting to submitted report. 
 

M – 12 
 

Moved by Comrade Martens, seconded by Comrade Lorne MacDonald 
 

That the report be accepted.  
11 Affirmative 
0 Abstention 
0 Opposed 
Motion Carried
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Building 

 

NS/NU President Melvin Crowe referred the meeting to report submitted by NS/NU Command Building 
Committee Chairman Jay Tofflemire. 

 

M – 13 

 
Moved by Comrade Malin, seconded by Comrade Wessel 

 

That the submitted report be accepted. 
          11 Affirmative 
          0 Abstention 
          0 Opposed 
          Motion Carried 

Bursary/Scholarship 
 

NS/NU Command Bursary/Scholarship Committee Chairman Ted Martens advised the meeting of no report. 
 

Cadet Medal of Excellence 

 

NS/NU Command Chairman Karen Lynch referred the meeting to Cadet Medal of Excellence Committee Report on 
behalf of Committee Chairman Ron Porter. It was noted that the selection meeting is scheduled for the last week of 
February. 

 
M – 14 

 
Moved by Comrade MacDonald, seconded by Comrade Hoeg 
 

That the submitted report be accepted. 

11 Affirmative 
0 Abstention 
0 Opposed 
Motion Carried 
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Complaints 

NS/NU Command Complaints Committee Chairman Karen Lynch referred the meeting to submitted 
report. 

 
M – 15 

 
Moved by Comrade Crowe, seconded by Comrade Malin 

 

That the report be accepted. 
          11 Affirmative 
          0 Abstention 

          0 Opposed 

          Motion Carried 
 

Constitution and Bylaws 

 
NS/NU Command Constitutions and Bylaws Committee Member Marion Fryday-Cook referred the meeting to 
report submitted by NS/NU Command Bylaws Committee Chairman Jay Tofflemire. 

 
Chair assumed by Immediate Past President Steve Wessel. 
 
M – 16 
 
Moved by Comrade Fryday Cook, seconded by Comrade Hoeg 
 
That the wording for NS/NU Command Bylaw #1009 be changed to the wording below: 
 
1009.  Command will levy a fee of $100.00 on all appeals lodged with Command.  This fee would be returned 
upon the issuing of a favorable decision of the appellant. 
          11 Affirmative 
          0 Abstention 
          0 Opposed 
          Motion Carried 
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M-17  
 
Moved by Comrade Lynch, seconded by Comrade Hoeg 
 
That the following changes be approved: 
 

• Change the Executive Director/Secretary title references in NS/NU Command By-Laws and NS/NU 
Command Policy and Guidelines to Command Executive Director, in line with the GBL. 

• Change the Honours and Awards Committee name to Ritual, Awards and Protocol Committee to be in 
line with Dominion Command.  It was recommended that all references in NS/NU Command By-Laws 
and Policy are to be changed to Ritual, Awards and Protocol (RAP) Committee. 

 
11 Affirmative 

          0 Abstention 
          0 Opposed 
          Motion Carried 

M-18 

 

Moved by Comrade Fryday-Cook, seconded by Comrade Hoeg 

 

That the report be accepted.    

          11 Affirmative 

          0 Abstention 

          0 Opposed 

          Motion Carried 

 

NS/NU Command Chairman Karen Lynch assumed the Chair. 

 

Defense and Security Report. 
 

NS/NU Command Defense and Security Representative George Dellavalle referred the meeting to submitted report. 

 
M - 19 

 
Moved by Comrade Hoeg, seconded by Comrade Laurin 
 
That the report be accepted.  

          11 Affirmative 

          0 Abstention 

          0 Opposed 

          Motion Carried 
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Honours and Awards 
 

NS/NU Command Honours and Awards Committee Member Marion Fryday-Cook referred the meeting to 
report submitted by Committee Chairman Jay Tofflemire, adding that since the submission of the report 5 Life 
Memberships, 1 MSM, 1 Friendship Award and 1 Palm Leaf have been approved. 

 
M – 20 

 
Moved by Comrade Fryday-Cook, seconded by Comrade McRury 

 

That the report be accepted.  
          11 Affirmative 

0 Abstention 
0 Opposed 
Motion Carried 

 

Legion Leadership/Development Committee 
 
NS/NU Command Legion Leadership Development Committee Co-Chairman Marion Fryday-Cook referred the 
meeting to submitted report, adding that she is hoping to attend the next L.A.C. Convention meeting in Windsor 
to discuss time allocation for training sessions.  
 

M - 21 
 

Moved by Comrade Fryday-Cook, seconded by Comrade McRury 
 

That the report be accepted. 
          11 Affirmative 
          0 Abstention 

          0 Opposed 

          Motion Carried 
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Legion Magazine 

 

NS/NU Command Chairman Karen Lynch referred the meeting to report submitted by Legion Magazine 
Representative Rita Connors.   Concern was expressed about the low amount of publicity for Nova 
Scotia/Nunavut compared to other Commands.  It was also reiterated that death notices from Branches are 
to be sent directly to Legion Magazine and not via NS/NU Command.  Notification of Branch events on the 
NS/NU Command website can be reached via the links to the individual Branch websites or Facebook pages.  
There is a waiver form that must be completed for any photos published on the NS/NU Command website 
this will be distributed to Branches via NS/NU Command. 
 
M – 22 
 
Moved by Comrade Mervin Steadman, seconded by Comrade Malin 

 
That the report be accepted. 

          11 Affirmative 

0 Abstention 
0 Opposed 
Motion Carried 

Lotto Sweep 

 
NS/NU Command Lotto Sweep Committee Chairman Richard Malin referred the meeting to submitted report.  

 
M – 23 

 
Moved by Comrade Malin, seconded by Comrade Wessel 

 
That NS/NU Command discontinue the Lotto Sweep Program 

          11 Affirmative 
          0 Abstention 
          0 Opposed 

Motion Carried 
 

M - 24 
 
Moved by Comrade Malin seconded by Comrade Martens 
 

That the report be accepted.  
11 Affirmative 
0 Abstention 
0 Opposed 
Motion Carried 
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Membership 

NS/NU Command Membership Committee Chairman Marion Fryday-Cook referred the meeting to submitted 
report adding retention of Membership within our Branches should be considered a priority.  She reported 
that there has been a suggestion that Branches consider appointing a Co-Membership Chairman with the 
responsibility of reaching out directly to members.  Committee Chairman Fryday-Cook noted that when 
members have passed away there is a section on the portal to update the membership status from active to 
deceased. However, this will only update membership information and will not be submitted to the Legion 
Magazine for which it is required that Branches submit the blue Last Post forms. 
 
M – 25 
 
Moved by Comrade Fryday - Cook seconded by Comrade McRury 
 

That the report be accepted. 
 

          11 Affirmative 

          0 Abstention 

          0 Opposed 
          Motion Carried 
 
Leadership Training Camp 

 

NS/NU Immediate Past President Steve Wessel assumed the Chair 

 

NS/NU Command Leadership Training Camp Committee Chairman Mervin Steadman referred the meeting to 
the submitted report adding a recommendation that NS/NU Command not accept the offer to support the 
Boys and Girls Club 2019 National Youth Forum in place of the 2019 Leadership Camp. 

 
M – 26 
 
Moved by Comrade Steadman, seconded by Comrade Martens 
 
That NS/NU Command endeavours to reinstate the Leadership Training Camp as we perceive it in 2020. 
 

           11 Affirmative 
           0 Abstention 
           0 Opposed 
           Motion Carried 
NS/NU Command Chair Karen Lynch assumed the Chair 
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Grand Parade 

 
NS/NU Command Grand Parade Committee Member Richard Malin referred the meeting to submitted report on 
behalf of NS/NU Grand Parade Committee Chairman Jay Tofflemire adding that the Remembrance ceremony 
went extremely well and was very well organized.  NS/NU Command Chairman Karen Lynch extended thanks to 
everyone that helped with the organization of the ceremony. 
 

M – 27 
 

Moved by Comrade Malin, seconded by Comrade Fry-day Cook 
 

That the report be accepted. 

 
          11 Affirmative 
          0 Abstention 
          0 Opposed 
          Motion Carried 

 

NS/NU Command Immediate Past President Steve Wessel assumed the Chair. 

 

Public Relations 
 

NS/NU Command Public Relations Committee Chairman Karen Lynch referred the meeting to submitted report 
adding a reminder of the importance of providing a welcoming atmosphere in our Branches. 

 
M – 28 

 
Moved by Comrade Lynch, seconded by Comrade Malin 

 

That the report be accepted.  
11 Affirmative 
0 Abstention 
0 Opposed 
Motion Carried 

 
 

NS/NU Command Chairman Karen Lynch assumed the Chair. 

The meeting was recessed at approximately 12 noon. 

The meeting resumed at approximately 12:40 pm.  
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Poppy and Remembrance 
 
NS/NU Poppy and Remembrance Committee Chairman Don McCumber referred the meeting to submitted 
report. 
 

M – 29 
 
Moved by Comrade McCumber, seconded by Comrade Fryday-Cook 
 

That the report be accepted. 

 
          11 Affirmative 
          0 Abstention 
          0 Opposed 
          Motion Carried 

NS/NU Command Immediate Past President Steve Wessel assumed the Chair. 

 

Sports 
 

NS/NU Command Sports Committee Chairman Robert Hoeg referred the meeting to submitted report adding 
that he would like to bring ABMO #4 to the attention of the meeting which outlines that:  

“The Royal Canadian Legion Dominion Command National Sports Guide states under Chapter 2 Sect:  202 that 
all members who are in good standing with the Royal Canadian Legion are eligible to compete in Legion 
Member Sports.  Further be advised that any member in good standing can participate in a Branch sports 
activity that is a qualifier for a Dominion sport.”   

 

He advised that the 2019 Dominion Legion National Track and Field Championships will be hosted by Cape 
Breton and held in Sydney Nova Scotia.  NS/NU President Melvin Crowe added that at the District A meeting it 
was announced that funding for this event was received from The Province, Cape Breton Regional Municipality 
and Cape Breton University and, that no funding has been received from the Federal Government.  The 
District A meeting was also informed that a donation is expected from a local businessman and it is hoped that 
other local businesses will follow suit.  

 
M – 30 

 
Moved by Comrade McCumber, seconded by Comrade Crowe 
 
That the report be accepted. 

11 Affirmative 

0 Abstention 

0 Opposed 
Motion Carried 
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Nova Scotia/Nunavut Command Chairman Karen Lynch assumed the Chair. 
 
Veteran Service Recognition Book 

 
NS/NU Command Veteran Service Recognition Book Committee Chairman Steve Wessel referred the meeting to 
submitted report adding that the deadline for submissions is the end of August. 

 
M – 31 

 
Moved by Comrade Wessel, seconded by Comrade Crowe 
 
That the report be accepted. 

11 Affirmative 

0 Abstention 
0 Opposed 
Motion Carried 

 
Veterans Outreach 
 
NS/NU Command Veterans Outreach Committee Chairman Steve Wessel referred the meeting to submitted 
report.  Executive Director Valerie Mitchell-Veinotte provided an update on the Veteran Memorial Medical 
Center initiative directing the meeting to the distributed Veteran’s Memorial Medical Center Executive 
Summary. Committee Chairman Wessel reported that Paws Fur Thought continues to move forward and eight 
veterans will be receiving their service dogs in March.   
 
M - 32 
 
Moved by Comrade Wessel, seconded by Comrade MacDonald 
 
That the report be accepted. 
           11 Affirmative 
           0 Abstention 
           0 Opposed 
           Motion Carried 
 
Veterans Services and Seniors 

 
NS/NU Command Veterans Services and Seniors Committee Chairman Richard Malin referred the meeting to 
submitted report. 

 
M – 33 
 
Moved by Comrade Malin, seconded by Comrade McRury 
 
That the report be accepted. 

11 Affirmative 
0 Abstention 
0 Opposed 
Motion Carried 
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Trustees Report 
 
NS/NU Command Chairman Karen Lynch referred the meeting to submitted report.  Executive Director Valerie 
Mitchell-Veinotte clarified the language used; point 1. on the report pertains to the items that were physically 
present not being listed on the sheet, hence, under point 2. it is stated that new inventory sheets be typed up 
and items that have been discarded, destroyed etc. be omitted.  It was added that there are approximately 700 
new T-shirts and shorts from the Leadership Training Camp now on site.  Discussion ensued as to possible uses 
of these supplies.  
 
M - 34 
 
Moved by Comrade Wessel, seconded by Comrade Crowe 
 
That the report be accepted. 
          11 Affirmative 
          0 Abstention 
          0 Opposed 
          Motion Carried
 
Liquor and Gaming 
 
NS/NU Liquor and Gaming Committee Chairman Mervin Steadman referred the meeting to the submitted 
report. 
 
M - 35 
 
Moved by Comrade Steadman, seconded by Comrade Laurin 
 
That the report be accepted. 
          11 Affirmative  
          0 Abstention 
          0 Opposed 
          Motion Carried 
 
Personnel Report 
 
Recording ceased 
 
Recording resumed 
 
(The recording secretary was provided with no information on the Personnel Committee report.) 
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Resolutions 

 

NS/NU Resolutions Committee Chairman George Dellavalle referred the meeting to the submitted report 
resulting in the following: 

 

2019 NS/NU #1  

 

The NS/NU Command Resolutions Committee recommended non-concurrence with this resolution. 

 

M - 36 
 
Moved by Comrade MacDonald, seconded by Comrade Laurin 
 
That NS/NU Command Executive Council accept the recommendation of the Resolutions Committee. 
          11 Affirmative 
          0 Abstention 
          0 Opposed 
          Motion Carried 
 
2019 NS/NU #2 
 
The NS/NU Command Resolutions Committee recommended non-concurrence with this resolution. 
 
M – 37 
 
Moved by Comrade MacDonald, seconded by Comrade McRury 
 
That NS/NU Command Executive Council accept the recommendation of the Resolutions Committee. 
          11 Affirmative 
          0 Abstention 
          0 Opposed 
          Motion Carried 
 
2019 NS/NU #3 
 
The NS/NU Command Resolutions Committee recommended non-concurrence with this resolution. 
 
M – 38 
 
Moved by Comrade Wessel, seconded by Comrade Crowe 
 
That NS/NU Command Executive Council accept the recommendation of the Resolutions Committee. 
          10 Affirmative 
          0 Abstention 
          1 Opposed 
          (Laurin) 
          Motion Carried 
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2019 NS/NU # 4 

 
The NS/NU Command Resolutions Committee recommended non-concurrence with this resolution. 
 
M – 39 
 
Moved by Comrade McRury, seconded by Comrade MacDonald 
 
That NS/NU Command Executive Council accept the recommendation of the Resolutions Committee. 
          7 Affirmative 
          3 Abstention  
          (Steadman/ Hoeg/ 
          McCumber) 
          1 Opposed  

(Malin) 
          Motion Carried 
 
2019 NS/NU #5 
 
The NS/NU Command Resolutions Committee recommended non-concurrence with this resolution 
 
M – 40 
 
Moved by Comrade Steadman, seconded by Comrade Wessel 
 
That NS/NU Command Executive Council accept the recommendation of the Resolutions Committee. 
          11 Affirmative 
          0 Abstention 
          0 Opposed 
          Motion Carried 
 
2019 NS/NU #6 
 
The NS/NU Command Resolutions Committee recommended non-concurrence with this resolution. 
 
M – 41 
 
Moved by Comrade Wessel, seconded by Comrade MacDonald 
 
That NS/NU Command Executive Council accept the recommendation of the Resolutions Committee. 
          11 Affirmative 
          0 Abstention 
          0 Opposed 
          Motion Carried 
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2019 NS/NU #7 

 

The NS/NU Command Resolutions Committee recommended concurrence with this resolution. 

 

M – 42 
 

Moved by Comrade Malin, seconded by Comrade MacDonald 
 
That NS/NU Command Executive Council accept the recommendation of the Resolutions Committee. 
          8 Affirmative 
          0 Abstention 
          3 Opposed  
          (Wessel/ McRury/ 
          Martens) 
          Motion Carried 
 
M – 43 
 
Moved by Comrade Dellavalle, seconded by Comrade McCumber 

That the NS/NU Command Resolutions Committee report be accepted. 
11 Affirmative 
0 Abstention 
0 Opposed 
Motion Carried 

 

President Melvin Crowe extended thanks to the Resolutions Committee for their hard work. 

 

2019 Budget  

 

Finance Committee Member Marion Fryday-Cook presented the 2019 budget.  The meeting agreed that the 
expense on Line 5545 of $20,500.00 for the Leadership Training Camp to be removed and the amount of 
$2000 be budgeted to allow for planning of the proposed 2020 camp. 

 

M – 44 

 

Moved by Comrade Wessel, seconded by Comrade Malin 

 

That the 2019 budget be accepted as amended.   

          11 Affirmative 

          0 Abstention 

          0 Opposed 

          Motion Carried 
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15. Scheduled Business/New Business 

 
1) 2019 RCL Track and Field Transportation Quote 

 
NS/NU Command Sport Committee Chairman Robert Hoeg outlined the quotes received to transport 
athletes to the Royal Canadian Legion Track and Field Championships in Sydney.  Two quotes have been 
received, one from Ambassatours for $5900, the second quote from Coach Atlantic for $6700.   
 
M – 45 
 
Moved by Comrade Hoeg, seconded by Comrade Wessel 
 
That the NS/NU Command Sports Committee Chairman contract the most cost effective and efficient 
transportation service for the 2019 Track and Field team and support staff.   
          11 Affirmative 
          0 Abstention 
          0 Opposed 
          Motion Carried 
 

2) NSLC Proposal re Poppy Campaign 
 
NS/NU Poppy and Remembrance Committee Chairman Don McCumber reported that in October of 2018 the 
Nova Scotia Liquor Commission expressed concern regarding the security of poppy campaign collection boxes 
placed on the stores’ cash out counters.  Further, the NSLC have advised that unattended collection boxes and 
items for sale at tables in their stores can no longer be permitted due to potential liability.  NSLC proposes 
that we adopt their cash can policy whereby they will collect donations for the month of November and will 
submit funds raised to local Branches.  In discussion it was noted that the proposal would not run in 
accordance with the annual Poppy Campaign.  The meeting agreed to respond by thanking NSLC and 
informing the Commission that NS/NU Command agrees to communicate with Branches that tables placed in 
the NSLC Stores in order to distribute poppies are to be manned at all times and all materials removed when 
unattended.  It was agreed that when confirmation of the agreement is received from the NSLC an ABMO be 
sent to Branches prior to the campaign to outline the procedures to be followed.
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3) Ad hoc Committee/Standardized Branch Bylaws 

 

Second Vice President Marion Fryday- Cook assumed the Chair. 
 
The meeting was informed that there was no report submitted.  The meeting agreed that the most recently 
distributed document will be disregarded, and the remaining committee will consult on the way forward.    
The meeting agreed that NS/NU President Melvin Crowe would send notice to Zone and District 
Commanders stating that anyone in receipt of a copy of the Proposed Standardized Branch Bylaws must 
disregard it. 

The meeting was informed by several District Commanders that an e-mail had been received addressed to 
Dominion Command President Ton Irvine from 1st VP Jay Tofflemire.   

NS/NU Command Chairman Karen Lynch assumed the Chair.  
 
Subject e-mail was read to the meeting.  The e-mail was notification to the Dominion Command President 
that 1st VP Tofflemire had submitted his resignation to the NS/NU Command President and that he would 
not be seeking nomination as NS/NU Command President at the May Convention and would be leaving the 
membership of the RCL. 

NS/NU Command President Crowe requested that the e-mail be forwarded to the Command Executive 
Director to be placed on record.   

 

M - 46 

 

Moved by Comrade Wessel, seconded by Comrade Fryday-Cook 

 
That NS/NU Command Executive Council accept the resignation of Jay Tofflemire as 1st VP of Nova 
Scotia/Nunavut Command.  

          11 Affirmative 

          1 Abstention (Lynch) 

          0 Opposed 

          Motion Carried 
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4) Requests/Donations 

 

The E.D. advised the meeting that NS/NU Command has a standing commitment to contribute $1000 
annually to each of the elements within the Cadet League upon request.  The first of these requests has 
been received from the Army Cadet League for support of the annual marksmanship competition. 

 

M – 47 

 

Moved by Comrade Wessel, seconded by Comrade Hoeg 

 

That the support be extended as requested. 
          11 Affirmative 

          0 Abstention 

          0 Opposed 

          Motion Carried 

 

The E.D. advised the meeting that NS/NU Command received a request from Veteran Laura Bruce in 
support of her participation in the 2019 Wounded Warriors Battlefield Bike Ride.  

 

M – 48 

 

Moved by comrade Wessel, seconded by Comrade McRury 

 
That Laura Bruce be granted up to a maximum of $500.00 based on funds raised to date. 

 

          11 Affirmative 

          0 Abstention 

          0 Opposed 

          Motion Carried 

 

5) Legion Lager 

 

Executive Director Valerie Mitchell-Veinotte advised the meeting that National Headquarters seeks input 
from NS/NU Command Executive Council on the potential of introducing Legion Lager to the Nova Scotia 
market. She explained that Legion Lager is brewed by Whitewater Brewing Company of British Columbia 
and is currently available in several provinces and territories in the country.  Various routes could be open 
in having the product available in Nova Scotia including Whitewater Brewing Company applying to sell 
Legion Lager through Nova Scotia Liquor Commission or to have a local brewing company brew and 
package the product, selling it through their distribution and licensing with NSLC.  In discussion It was 
agreed that NS/NU Command Executive Council does not support the introduction of Legion Lager to the 
Nova Scotia market.   
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6) Branch Service Officer Conduct/District A Letter 

 

Comrade Ted Martens expressed concern, given the response of the NS/NU Command By-laws Committee 
on the matter of lack of recourse should Branch Service Officers not fulfill the responsibility of extending 
assistance as required from Branch Poppy Trust Funds.  Citing examples, Comrade Martens requested the 
matter be referred to the Committee for further consideration and address.  NS/NU Command By-laws 
Committee Member Marion Fryday-Cook agreed to bring the matter back to Committee consideration. 

 

7) NS/NU Command Convention 2019 

 

Comrade Karen Lynch provided the update that the L.A.C. is working very hard and regularly in contact with 
NS/NU Command Executive Director Valerie Mitchell- Veinotte.  She advised that the Call to Convention 
has been distributed.  She reminded the meeting that Convention reports are due on February 15th and are 
required to be submitted in an editable format.  She requested that any questions be directed to NS/NU 
Command Executive Director.   

 
8) Legion Capital Assistance Program 

 

Comrade Donna McRury advised Executive Council that the meeting held with the Legion Capital Assistance 
Program staff on January 13th was very informative.  In the meeting It was suggested that Branches provide 
a voided cheque along with the application so that Branches could receive funding more expediently 
through direct deposit.  President Crowe added that the information package including the application form 
had been sent to all Branches via mail and is posted to the Communities, Culture and Recreation website.  
He advised that Branches can apply anytime between now and the deadline and that the Department of 
Communities, Culture and Recreation has determined that 100% of the funding approved will now be 
available in advance.  He noted that the request to increase funding to $12,000 per year has been 
submitted for consideration for the 2020 fiscal year.  The meeting was reminded that Branches should 
remember to assign value to any donated labour and that the program now falling under the Department 
of Communities, Cultures and Recreation has an extended scope of projects for consideration under the 
LCAP.  It was noted that the deadline for applications is March 31st.   

 

16. Other Business 
 

1)   District F Commander Richard Malin expressed concern that Zone 14 currently have their 
elections scheduled for the 14/15th April even though the Terms of Reference require the 
elections be carried out before March 31st.  District Commander Malin received confirmation that 
the elections are required to take place prior to the District meeting so that the installation of 
officers can be completed at that meeting as required. 
 

2) District F Commander Richard Malin forwarded information on a proposal for a 50/50 lottery 
from the Nova Scotia Alcohol and Gaming Commission to NS/NU Command Liquor/Gaming 
Committee Chairman Mervin Steadman. 
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17. Presidents’ Closing Remarks 
 
NS/NU Command President Melvin Crowe congratulated Comrade Steve Wessel on his retirement from 
work and extended thanks on behalf of all Members of NS/NU Command for his dedicated service at all 
levels within The Royal Canadian Legion.  
 
President Crowe thanked Comrade Ted Martens for his service to The Royal Canadian Legion highlighting 
his 30 plus years on Executive Council and recognizing that Executive Council was losing their only Second 
World War Veteran.   
 
18. Date/Time Next Executive Council Meeting 
 

NS/NU Command Chairman Karen Lynch advised that NS/NU Command Executive Council will convene 
for a pre-Convention meeting on May 18 2019, 10:00 am at the Super 8 Hotel in Windsor. 
 
19. Motion for Adjournment 

 
M – 49 

 
Moved by Comrade Crowe, seconded by Comrade Fryday-Cook 

 

That the meeting be adjourned. 
         11 Affirmative 
         0 Abstention 
         0 Opposed 
         Motion Carried 

 

The meeting adjourned at 4:35 pm with the Closing Ritual conducted by 2nd VP Marion Fryday-Cook. 

 

 

  
Melvin Crowe Valerie Mitchell-Veinotte 
President Executive Director 
Nova Scotia/Nunavut Command Nova Scotia/Nunavut Command 
The Royal Canadian Legion The Royal Canadian Legion 
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