
 
 
 
 
 

 
All Branch Mail Out #37 
 
Date:   June 3, 2020 

 
TO:    NS/NU Branches    

    NS/NU Executive Council      
    NS/NU Zone Commanders      

NS/NU Past Presidents 
NS/NU Command Staff 

     
From:   Comrade Valerie Mitchell-Veinotte 

    Executive Director 
NS/NU Command, RCL   

 
Subject:          Executive Council Meeting Minutes, 

    June 3, 2020 
 

Message: Comrades:  On behalf of NS/NU Command 

Chairman Karen Lynch please find attached 
Minutes of Executive Council Meeting, May 
23, 2020. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PAGE 1 OF 78 



1 

The Royal Canadian Legion 
Nova Scotia/Nunavut Command 

Executive Council Meeting Minutes 
May 23, 2020 

In Attendance: 

Marion Fryday-Cook President 
Donna McRury  1st Vice-President 
Merv Steadman  2nd Vice-President 
Conrad Gilbert  Treasurer 
Karen Lynch Chairman 
Mel Crowe Immediate Past President 
Jim Leadbeater  Deputy Commander District A 
Lorne MacDonald Commander District B 
Robert Hoeg Commander District C 
Peter Townsend Commander District D 
Don McCumber  Commander District E 
Richard Malin   Commander District F 
Cliff Laurin Deputy Commander District G 
Valerie Mitchell-Veinotte Executive Director 
Jane Scott Recording Secretary 

Present for Report: 

Ken George Service Officer NS/NU Command 

Regrets: 

Cliff MacIntyre Commander District A 

Nova Scotia/Nunavut Command Chairman Karen Lynch called the meeting to order at 9:11 am. 

1. Opening Ritual

1st Vice President Donna McRury conducted the Opening Ritual. 

2. Procedures

NS/NU Command Chairman Karen Lynch reviewed the meeting procedures. 

3. Service Officers’ Report

NS/NU Command Service Officer Ken George referred the meeting to submitted report adding that 
the Service Officer training sessions scheduled for June in Baddeck have been postponed. 

M - 1 

Moved by Comrade Fryday-Cook, seconded by Comrade Crowe. 
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That the Service Officers’ Report be accepted. 

13 Affirmative 
0 Abstention 
0 Opposed 
Motion Carried 

4. Minutes of Executive Council Meeting 02/22/2020

M - 2 

Moved by Comrade Steadman, seconded by Comrade Gilbert. 

That the Minutes of Executive Council Meeting 02/22/2020 be adopted as presented. 

13 Affirmative 
0 Abstention 
0 Opposed 
Motion Carried 

5. Business Arising from the Minutes of Executive Council Meeting 02/22/2020

NS/NU Command 1st Vice President Donna McRury contacted Dominion Command to enquire as to 
whether a District Commander is permitted to wear the District Commander pin on his/her lapel 
before completion of the term of service.  She was advised that the pin could be worn once the 
District Commander has completed 50% plus one day of his/her service and it would replace the 
years of service pin.  Comrade McRury will enquire with Dominion Command as to the terms 
regarding wearing a Branch President pin. 

6. President’s Remarks and Report

President Fryday-Cook referred the meeting to submitted report adding that there are currently 
three human rights complaints underway.   

M - 3 

Moved by Comrade Fryday-Cook, seconded by Comrade Gilbert. 

That the President’s Report be accepted. 

13 Affirmative 
0 Abstention 
0 Opposed 
Motion Carried 

7. D.E.C Report

NS/NU Command President Marion Fryday-Cook referred the meeting to submitted report adding 
that there has been one teleconference since the report resulting in a questionnaire concerning the 
reopening of Branches which has been sent to Zone and District Commanders to distribute. 
Most have now been returned. 
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M - 4 

Moved by Comrade Fryday-Cook, seconded by Comrade Crowe. 

That the D.E.C Report be accepted. 

13 Affirmative 
0 Abstention 
0 Opposed 
Motion Carried 

8. Finance Report

NS/NU Finance and Building Committee Chairman Donna McRury referred the meeting to submitted 
report. 

M - 5 

Moved by Comrade McRury, seconded by Comrade Gilbert. 

That the Finance Report be accepted. 

13 Affirmative 
0 Abstention 
0 Opposed 
Motion Carried 

9. Building Report

NS/NU Finance and Building Committee Chairman Donna McRury referred the meeting to submitted 
report. 

M - 6 

Moved by Comrade McRury, seconded by Comrade Gilbert. 

That the Building Report be accepted. 

13 Affirmative 
0 Abstention 
0 Opposed 
Motion Carried 

10. Treasurer’s Report

NS/NU Command Treasurer Conrad Gilbert referred the meeting to submitted report adding that 
quite a few Branches are overdue in submitting their Branch Financial Reports, he emphasized the 
importance of timely submittal. 
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M - 7 
 
Moved by Comrade Gilbert, seconded by Comrade McRury. 
 
That the Treasurer’s Report be accepted. 
 
          13 Affirmative 
          0 Abstention 
          0 Opposed 
          Motion Carried 
 
11. Correspondence 
 
NS/NU Command Executive Director Valerie Mitchell-Veinotte reported no correspondence that had 
not been dealt with in the day to day business of Command.  
 
12. Executive Director’s Report 
 
NS/NU Command Executive Director Valerie Mitchell-Veinotte referred the meeting to submitted 
report. 
 
M - 8 
 
Moved by Comrade McRury, seconded by Comrade Crowe. 
 
That the Executive Director’s report be accepted. 
 
          13 Affirmative 
          0 Abstention 
          0 Opposed 
          Motion Carried 
 
13. Electronic Voting 

 
NS/NU Command Executive Director Valerie Mitchell-Veinotte, for the record, advised the meeting 
of Electronic voting carried out since Executive Council Meeting of February 22, 2020. 

 
Permission for the following Branches to enter into loan agreements under the Canadian Emergency 
Business Account: 

 
Branch 027, Vimy   Carried 
Branch 098, Alvin H. Foster MM  Carried 
Branch 112, Lawrencetown  Carried 
Branch 126, Westside   Carried 
Branch 128, Whitney Pier  Carried 
Branch 160, Centennial   Carried 
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14. District Reports 
 

District A 
 
No report submitted. 
 
District B 
 
NS/NU Command District B Commander Lorne MacDonald referred the meeting to submitted report 
adding that both himself and the Zone 5 and Zone 6 Commanders are reaching out to Branches, 
there are currently no Branches asking for financial assistance in the District. 
 
District C 
 
No report submitted.   
NS/NU Command District C Commander Robert Hoeg reported that there are no Branches applying 
for loans within District C at this time. 
 
District D 
 
No report submitted. 
NS/NU Command District D Commander Peter Townsend reported that there are two Branches 
within District D applying for financial assistance at this time. 
 
District E 
 
NS/NU Command District E Commander Don McCumber referred the meeting to submitted report. 
 
District F 
 
NS/NU Command District F Commander Richard Malin referred the meeting to submitted report. 
 
District G 
 
NS/NU Command District G Deputy Commander Cliff Laurin referred the meeting to submitted 
report. 
 
M - 9 
 
Moved by Comrade McRury, seconded by Comrade MacDonald. 
 
That the District Reports be accepted. 
 
          13 Affirmative 
          0 Abstention 
          0 Opposed 
          Motion Carried 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

6 

15. Committee Reports 
 

Appeals 
 

NS/NU Command Appeals Committee Chairman Mel Crowe referred the meeting to submitted 
report. 
 
Benevolent Fund 
 
NS/NU Command Benevolent Fund Committee Chairman Mel Crowe referred the meeting to 
submitted report. 
 
Bursary and Scholarship 
 
No report submitted. 
NS/NU Command Bursary and Scholarship Committee Chairman Marion Fryday-Cook informed the 
meeting that applicants will be selected shortly. 
 
Cadet Medal of Excellence 
 
NS/NU Command Cadet Medal of Excellence Committee Chairman Don McCumber referred the 
meeting to submitted report adding that the Cadet Program and medal presentations are currently 
on hold until August 31st. 
 
Defence and Security Representative Report 
 
NS/NU Command Chairman Karen Lynch referred the meeting to report submitted by  
NS/NU Command Defence and Security Representative George Dellavalle. 
 
Leadership Development 
 
NS/NU Command Chairman Karen Lynch referred the meeting to the report submitted by  
NS/NU Command Leadership and Development Committee Chairman Glen Leduc. 
 
Leadership Training Camp 
 
NS/NU Command Chairman Karen Lynch referred the meeting to the report submitted by  
NS/NU Command Leadership Training Camp Committee Chairman Glen Leduc. 
 
Legion Magazine 
 
NS/NU Command Chairman Karen Lynch referred the meeting to submitted report from Legion 
Magazine Correspondent Comrade Rita Connors.  NS/NU Command President  
Marion Fryday-Cook added that there has been a request for Branches to submit any good news 
stories and any photos they have from activities held to celebrating the 75th anniversary of the 
Liberation of the Netherlands. 
 
Membership 
 
NS/NU Command Membership Committee Chairman Lorne MacDonald referred the meeting to 
submitted report. 
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Personnel 
 

NS/NU Command Personnel Committee Chairman Donna McRury referred the meeting to submitted 
report. 
 
Public Relations 
 
NS/NU Command Committee Chairman Marion Fryday-Cook (to be ratified) referred the meeting to 
submitted report. 
 
Recess 10:06 am. 
 
Reconvened 10:15 am. 
 
Grand Parade 
 
No report submitted. 
 
Poppy and Remembrance 
 
NS/NU Poppy and Remembrance Committee Chairman Don McCumber referred the meeting to 
submitted report.  He requested that District Commanders remind Branches that have not yet 
responded to requests for clarification on Branch Poppy Trust Fund Status reports to do so. 
 
Resolutions 
 
NS/NU Command Chairman Karen Lynch referred the meeting to the report submitted by 
NS/NU Command Resolutions Committee Chairman George Dellavalle. 
 
Sports  
 
NS/NU Command Sports Committee Chairman Robert Hoeg referred the meeting to submitted 
report. 
 
Standardized Branch By-Laws 
 
NS/NU Command Chairman Karen Lynch referred the meeting to the report submitted by NS/NU 
Standardized Branch By-Laws Adhoc Committee Chairman Steve Wessel.   
 
Veterans Outreach 
 
NS/NU Command Chairman Karen Lynch referred the meeting to the report submitted by 
NS/NU Command Resolutions Committee Chairman George Dellavalle. 
 
Veterans Service Recognition Book 
 
NS/NU Command Chairman Karen Lynch referred the meeting to the report submitted by NS/NU 
Command VSRB Editor Steve Wessel. 
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Veterans Services and Seniors 
 
NS/NU Command Veterans Services and Seniors Committee Chairman referred the meeting to 
submitted report. 
 
Liquor and Gaming 
 
No report submitted. 
 
President Marion Fryday-Cook reported that as requested by NS/NU Command Liquor and Gaming 
Committee Chairman Cliff MacIntyre,  a call has been logged with the Nova Scotia Liquor and 
Gaming Commission in order for questions to be asked surrounding consistency in compliance and 
percentage of revenues to Branches from gaming activities.  Due to the Covid-19 pandemic the 
discussion will take place at a later date. 
 
M - 10 
 
Moved by Comrade Marion, seconded by Comrade Hoeg. 
 
That the title,  scope and TOR of the Liquor and Gaming Act Committee be reviewed by NS/NU 
Command Constitution and By-Laws Committee. 
 
          13 Affirmative 
          0 Abstention 
          0 Opposed 
          Motion Carried 
 
Complaints 
 
No report submitted.  NS/NU Command Complaints Chairman Merv Steadman (to be ratified) 
reported that there are no complaints at this time. 
 
Ritual, Awards and Protocol. 
 
NS/NU Committee Chairman Donna McRury referred the meeting to submitted report. 
 
M - 11 
 
Moved by Comrade Gilbert, seconded by Comrade Crowe. 
 
That the Committee Reports be accepted. 
          13 Affirmative 
          0 Abstention 
          0 Opposed 
          Motion Carried 
 
Constitution and By-Laws 
 
NS/NU Command Constitution and By-Law Committee Chairman Donna McRury referred the 
meeting to submitted report and presented the Committee’s recommendations. 
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M - 12 

 
Moved by Comrade McRury, seconded by Comrade Steadman. 

 
That the proposed change/amendment to Item 18-j be accepted. 

 
          13 Affirmative 
          0 Abstention 
          0 Opposed 
          Motion Carried 

 
M - 13 

 
Moved by Comrade McRury, seconded by Comrade Crowe. 
 
That the proposed change/amendment to Item 19 be accepted. 
 
          13 Affirmative 
          0 Opposed 
          0 Abstention 
          Motion Carried 
 

Existing: 
 

Item 19- Zone Commander Terms of Reference 

qq (existing) Delete 

Zone Commanders Report Form- Please refer 

to Section VIII- Forms. 

Proposed Change/ Amendment 
 
 

qq (new) 
 
 

The Zone Commander shall submit a zone report, 

on the approved form- refer to Section VIII- Forms, 

to their District Commander, at the call of the 

District Commander, prior to each Command 

Council meeting. 

Existing: 

 

Item 18- j District Commander 

Terms of Reference 

 
The District Commander shall submit a district 

report to the Command Executive Director one 

month prior to the Command Council Meeting. 

Proposed Change/Amendment j (new) 

 

 
The District Commander shall submit a district 

report, on the approved form- refer to Section 

VIII- Forms, to the Command Executive Director 

at the call of the Command Chairman, prior to 

each Command Counci1 Meeting. 
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M - 14 

 
Moved by Comrade McRury, seconded by Comrade Laurin. 
 
That the proposed change/amendment to Section VIII be accepted. 

 
          13 Affirmative  
          0 Opposed 
          0 Abstention 
          Motion Carried 

 
M - 15 
 
Moved by Comrade McRury, seconded by Comrade Steadman. 
 
That the proposed change/amendment to Item 1 be accepted. 

 
          13 Affirmative 
          0 Opposed 
          0 Abstention 
          Motion Carried 
 

Existing: Item 2 (e) 
 
What were the dates of the last branch audit? 

Proposed Change/ amendment 
Item 2 

(e) 

Delete 

Section VIII – Forms 

Zone Commander’s 

Report (Existing) 

 
This report to be completed and remitted to  
District Commanders by December 31 of each year. 

Proposed Change/ amendment 
 

(New) 

This report to be completed and remitted to 

District Commanders, at the call of the District 

Commander, prior to each Command council 

meeting. 

Zone Commander’s Report 

 

(Existing) 

 

Item 1 

 

Which branches in your zone have you visited 

in the last six months? 

Proposed Change/ amendment 
 

(New) 

Item 1 

Which branches in your zone have you visited since 

the previous report. 
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M - 16 
 
Moved by Comrade McRury, seconded by Comrade Crowe. 
 
That the proposed change/amendment to Item 2 (e) be accepted. 

 
          13 Affirmative 
          0 Opposed 
          0 Abstention 
          Motion Carried 
 

Existing: 

Item 4 

 

 
Have branches been submitting the following 

reports on time? 

Proposed Change/ 

amendment Item 4 

 
(new) 

Have branches been submitting the following 

reports on time? Check applicable reports for 

this Council meeting period: 

Monthly Financial Reports? Yes  No      

Annual Poppy Trust Fund Report? Yes__ NO    

Branch Executive Information Form? Yes NO   

Inquiries from Dominion & Command? 

Yes  No__ 

Branch By-Law changes/ revisions and 

Honours/Awards submissions? Yes NO    

 
 

M - 17 
 
Moved by Comrade McRury, seconded by Comrade MacDonald. 
 
That the proposed change/amendment to Item 4 be accepted. 

          13 Affirmative 
          0 Opposed 
          0 Abstention 
          Motion Carried 
 

Existing Item 5 
 
Have you ensured Branch credentials for 

Dominion and Command Conventions are 

forwarded to Command on time? 

Proposed Change/ amendment Item 5 
(new) 

Have you ensured Branch credentials for Dominion 

and Command Conventions are forwarded to 

Command on time? (If applicable for this Council 

meeting period) 
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M - 18 
 
Moved by Comrade McRury, seconded by Comrade Gilbert. 
 
That the proposed amendment/change to Item 5 be accepted. 

 
          13 Affirmative 
          0 Opposed 
          0 Abstention 
          Motion Carried 
 

Existing: Item 8 
 
 
How have membership numbers changed in the 

last six months? 

Proposed Change/ 

amendment Item 8 

 
(new) 

How have membership numbers changed 

since the previous report? 

 
M -19 
 
Moved by Comrade McRury, seconded by Comrade Gilbert. 
 
That the proposed change/amendment to Item 8 be accepted. 
 

          13 Affirmative 
          0 Opposed 
          0 Abstention 
          Motion Carried 
 

Existing 
 

Item 11 (Delete) 

Date of last Zone Rally? 

Proposed Change/ amendment 

 
Item 11 

 
(new) 

 
Have the minutes of your last Zone meeting 

been submitted to Command as per Policy? 

 
Yes    No   Date    
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M -20 
 
Moved by Comrade McRury, seconded by Comrade Crowe. 
 
That the proposed change/amendment to Item 11 be accepted. 

 
          13 Affirmative 
          0 Opposed 
          0 Abstention 
          Motion Carried 
 

Existing: 
 
Item 16 

Additional information/ comments. 

Proposed Change/ amendment 
 
Item 16 (new) 
Additional information/ 

comments/challenges applicable to the 

branches within the Zone. 

 
M - 21 
 
Moved by Comrade McRury, seconded by Comrade Gilbert. 
 
That the proposed change/amendment to Item 16 be accepted. 
 
          13 Affirmative 
          0 Opposed 
          0 Abstention 
          Motion Carried 
 

 
 

Section VII -Forms 
 

 District Commander’s Report  
 

This report to be completed and remitted to the Command Executive 

Director, at the call of the Command Chairman, prior to each Executive 

Council meeting. 

 

 

Existing 

 
Section VIII Forms 

(New) 

Section VIII Forms 

District Commander’s Report 
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Name:    

 

District:    

 

Date:    

 

1.Have the Zone Commanders submitted their reports to you 

prior to this Executive Council report period as per policy? 

Zone: Yes No   

 

Zone: Yes No   
 

Zone: Yes No   

 

Please attach a copy of the Zone Commanders’ reports to this report. 

2.Since your last report, has your District convened a legally 

constituted (quorum achieved) meeting? 

Yes:    

 

No;    
 

Date:    

 

3.Have the minutes of your last District meeting and District 

Executive Council meeting (if applicable) been submitted to 

Command as per Policy? 

Yes;    
 

No:    

 

Date:    

 

4. Please list all additional meetings, events, etc. you have attended since your last report. 

 
 
 

5. Since your last report, have you sponsored, or planning to sponsor, any 

Leadership Seminars within your District? Please provide details. 
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6. Are the Zones and/or branches within your District experiencing any specific 

challenges regarding finances, membership, Policy, by-laws etc., that you become 

aware of, but has not been reported in the Zone Commanders’ report? Please 

explain. 

 
 
 

7. Have you thoroughly reviewed By-law revisions and Honors/Awards submissions 

prior to signing (if applicable)? 

Yes:    

 

No:    
 

8. Additional information/ comments relevant to the operation of your District. 

 
 

M - 22 
 

Moved by Comrade McRury, seconded by Comrade Crowe. 
 

That the proposed change/amendment to Section VIII be accepted. 
 
          13 Affirmative 
          0 Opposed 
          0 Abstention 
          Motion Carried 
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M - 23 
 
Moved by Comrade McRury, seconded by Comrade Leadbeater. 
 
That the submitted report be accepted. 
 
          13 Affirmative 
          0 Opposed 
          0 Abstention 
          Motion Carried 
 
Recess:  11:25 am 
 
Reconvened:  11:35 am 
 
16. Scheduled Business/New Business 

 
Ratification of Committees 

 
President Marion Fryday-Cook advised the meeting of the following recommendation: 
 
That President Fryday-Cook assume the Chairmanship of the Public Relations Committee and that  
Comrade Mervin Steadman assume the Chairmanship of the Complaints Committee.   

 
Chair assumed by Immediate Past President Mel Crowe 

 
M - 24 

 
Moved by President Marion Fryday-Cook, seconded by Comrade Laurin. 

 
That the ratification of committees as presented by the President be accepted. 

 
          13 Affirmative 
          0 Abstention 
          0 Opposed 
          Motion Carried 
 

NS/NU Command Chairman Karen Lynch assumed the Chair 
 

Branch Loans 
 

NS/NU Command President Marion Fryday-Cook informed the meeting of Branch requests for 
permission to apply for government loans.  Application requests were distributed to Executive 
Council prior to the meeting for review. 

 
M - 25 

 
Moved by Comrade Fryday-Cook, seconded by Comrade Gilbert. 

 
That the loan application for Branch 161, Eastern Marine be approved. 
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          13 Affirmative 
          0 Abstention 
          0 Opposed 

    Motion Carried 
 

 
M - 26 

 
Moved by Comrade Fryday-Cook, seconded by Comrade Laurin. 

 
That the loan application for Branch 095 Bedford be approved. 

 
          13 Affirmative 
          0 Abstention 
          0 Opposed 
          Motion Carried 
 

M -27 
 
Moved by Comrade Fryday-Cook, seconded by Comrade Crowe. 
 
That the loan application for Branch 062 Louisbourg be approved. 
 
          13 Affirmative 
          0 Abstention 
          0 Opposed 
          Motion Carried 
 
NS/NU Command Convention 2021 
 
District Commanders reported feedback from Branches concerning the potential for postponement 
of the NS/NU Command Convention 2021 due to Covid-19.  It was agreed to further discuss and vote 
on the possible rescheduling of the NS/NU Command Convention 2021 at the NS/NU Command 
Executive Council Meeting in September. 
 
NS/NU Command Annual General Meeting 
 
Notice of the NS/NU Command 2020 Annual General Meeting has been sent out via NS/NU 
Command Executive Director Valerie Mitchell-Veinotte. 

 
17. Other Business 
 
The next Executive Council meeting will take place on September 19, 2020 at 8:30 am. 
 
18. President’s Closing Remarks 

 
President Marion Fryday-Cook advised that,  in a recent conversation,  the Lt. Governor of Nova 
Scotia,  His Honour Arthur Leblanc, extended his best regards to all Members of NS/NU Command.    
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19. Motion for Adjournment

There being no further business NS/NU Command Chairman Karen Lynch adjourned the meeting at 
12.27 pm.   

M - 25 

Moved by Comrade Malin, seconded by Comrade McRury. 

That the meeting be adjourned. 
Affirmative 
0 Abstention 
0 Opposed 
Motion Carried 

20. Closing Ritual

The Closing Ritual was conducted by NS/NU Command 2nd Vice President Merv Steadman. 

____________________ ____________________ 

Marion Fryday-Cook Valerie Mitchell-Veinotte 
President Executive Director 
Nova Scotia Nunavut Command  Nova Scotia Nunavut Command 
The Royal Canadian Legion The Royal Canadian Legion 
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