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Date: February 19, 2025

To: NS/NU Branches
NS/NU Executive Council
NS/NU Zone Commanders
NS/NU Past Presidents
NS/NU Command Staff

From: Comrade Valerie Mitchell-Veinotte
Executive Director
NS/NU Command, RCL

Subject: Changes to Special Occasion Requirements

Message: Please see information provided below:

The Quick Reference Guide previously provided has been revised. Please see the
attached Quick Reference Guide.

To support red tape reduction, AGFT is constantly reviewing our regulations and policies
to reduce burden on licensees. We have determined that a person/organization who
has a rental agreement/contract to hold a previously booked private event at a Club
could be considered a member of the club for the duration of the event (i.e. people who
have paid golf fees for the day are granted access as club members). This will remove
the requirement to obtain a Special Occasion License for the private event and will
lessen red tape and financial burden for the Club. The rental agreement/contract must
be on site for the duration of the event. Please see attached, updated Quick Reference
Guide for Club Licensees reflecting these changes.
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There will be no requirement for them to submit the contract to AGFT, however, they
will be required to have the contract on site for the duration of the event to make
available to the compliance officer upon request. There will be no refunds issued for
licenses already requested.

Please feel free to direct questions to myself or Janet Carvery, cc’d on this email, or by
telephone 902-424-1554.

Kind Regards,

Penny Frenette(she/her)
Manager Licensing

Alcohol, Gaming, Fuel & Tobacco

780 Windmill Road

Dartmouth, NS B2Y 3Y8

0O: 902-424-6122
F: 902-424-6313

C: 902-717-5541
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Fuel and Tobacco Division
Licensing and Registration

Quick Reference Guide for Club Licensees Regarding Special Occasion Licenses

How many guests can be signed in by a member?
Check your liquor license conditions or club bylaws. If you have questions regarding members, contact
the Alcohol, Gaming, Fuel & Tobacco permanent licensing division.

Are there enough members to sign in the guests?
Yes - The Club Liquor License can be used.
No - A Special Occasion License (Class 1, 2, 3 or 4) is required.

The Club is holding an event that will be extended into an unlicensed area on the premises (washer
toss area outside), is an additional license required?

Yes - A Class 4 Physical Extension License is required.

No - If an Event License has previously been obtained, notification is required to the office for use of the
event space. Please contact Alcohol, Gaming, Fuel & Tobacco for information on how to obtain an event
license.

The event is open to the public and/or advertised, are there enough members to sign in the guests?
Yes - The Club Liquor License can be used.
No - A Special Occasion Class 3 License is required.

A person/organization is having a private event at the hall (birthday, wedding, anniversary, staff
party) with a cash bar operated by the club. Are there enough members attending to sign in the
guests?

Yes - The Club Liquor License can be used. This must be a private event that cannot be advertised or
open to the public.

No - If there is an agreement/contract between the club and the person/organization holding the event, the
Club Liquor License can be used. The contract agreement must be on site for the duration of the event. In
the absence of an agreement/contract between the club and the person/organization holding the event, a
Special Occasion License (Class 2 or 4) must be obtained, and the Club Liquor License cannot be used.
This must be a private event that cannot be advertised or open to the public.

A person/organization is having a private event at the hall (birthday, wedding, anniversary, staff
party) with a cash bar operated by the person/organization. Is an additional license required?
Yes - The person/organization must obtain a Class 2 or 4 for the event. This must be a private event that
cannot be advertised or open to the public. The Club Liquor License cannot be used.

Liquor is given away at a private event (wedding, anniversary, birthday party, staff party). Is an
additional license required?

Yes - The person/organization holding the event must obtain a Class 1 Liquor License, the Club Liquor
License cannot be used, nor can alcohol be given away under the Club Liquor License. The Class 1
Liguor License can run concurrently with the cash bar. This must be a private event that cannot be
advertised or open to the public.
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